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Season 2020 //
August Edition
We might be in lockdown, but there is still plenty of
things to talk about at West Brunswick. In this
month’s edition, we feature part two of our
Birdsnest history, as told by Ocker, and look back at
two of the clubs most historic matches: the 2014
senior men’s grand final win, and the 2018 women’s
reserves incredible come-from-behind victory.

@westbrunswickFC
@westbrunswick
@westbrunswickFC

2020 Reverse Raffle //
We know that this year has been less than ideal, but
we’ve kept something good up our sleeves for
2020! We’ve decided to turn things around by
giving YOU the chance to win $2020 in 2020!
Our annual major draw, WEST2000, is ordinarily the
clubs biggest fundraiser of the year. While this year
we can’t get together as usual, we still want to offer
someone in our community the chance to win big,
so we’re going back to basics with a good old
fashioned reverse raffle.
In 2020, your chances of winning are better than
ever: ticket sales are capped at only 450 tickets, and
we are more than doubling our regular prize to the
value of $2020!!!
The reverse raffle will be read out virtually, with
some fun along the way. Tickets will be $25 each
and will be available to buy online in the coming
days. So pencil in Saturday September 26 and
keep an eye on your emails for more details!

1

2014 Premiership: Nick Mitchell and Evan
Lloyd after the final siren.
2018 Premiership: The 2018 women’s
reserves team celebrate their win.
Photos courtesy of Ben Sexton.

WEST BRUNSWICK AMATEUR FOOTBALL CLUB

Football Flashbacks //

2014 Senior Men’s Grand Final:
West Brunswick v Hawthorn
The team and club members singing the club song.

Selecting the grand final team was relatively easy.
We knew whom and what we were up against:
Appropriate fitness tests were conducted, potential
players passed (or failed) and positions were
declared. According to the VAFA ‘experts’ West
Brunswick were the underdogs and would do well
to be as competitive as they were in the second
semi.

three times. Undisciplined play by the Hawks led to
25 metre penalties against them, and centre
clearances gave the forwards great ball supply.
Nulty, Handscombe, Tisdale and Mitch Simpson all
kicked goals, giving West a nine-goal quarter and a
lead of 17 points at the long break.
Hawthorn got the first goal in the third term and
looked ominous, but West Brunswick applied
constant pressure and tackled fiercely, taking the
initiative away from the Hawks. The Magpies
goaled mid-term and not only withstood the
pressure but outscored Hawthorn by 2 behinds for
the quarter.

Over the season Hawthorn had defeated West on
three occasions and remained undefeated entering
the grand final. West score margins had improved
from a Round 1 loss of 79 points to 45 points in
Round 12, and then, in the Second Semi, to 14
points. The competitiveness in each game
increased dramatically.

At the three-quarter time huddle West had about
500 supporters to Hawthorn’s three hundred, all
ears waiting for coach Hamma’s gee-up address.
“No need,” said Hamma, “with the intensity our
players are applying in their tackling, challenge on
the loose ball and in every contest, they won’t be
beaten.”

Hawthorn burst onto the field full of energy, and
were cock a hoop following their unexpected
victory in the Reserves game. Their first term with
the slight breeze was according to their script,
taking a lead of four goals. The Hawks players were
‘high fiving’ each other on their way to the huddle,
convincing themselves they had a victory in waiting.
The Westie coaches mixed things up a bit up
forward for the second term and the Hawthorn
players thought they could thwart such moves.

In the final term West Brunswick kicked a further five
goals to claim the premiership by 32 points.

Using their own time honoured method of
‘roughing up’ the opposition, the Hawks pushed
and shoved the West big forwards, putting short
jabs and elbows into players; focusing on the player
and not the ball. West Brunswick increased their
intensity in the middle and were getting clearances
into their forward line very quickly.

Hawthorn

6.3-39

8.5-53

10.9-69

12.11-83

West
Brunswick

2.3-15

11.4-70

13.10-88 18.13-121

Goal Kickers: D. Muscat 5, J. Nulty 3, N. Mitchell
2, M. Handscombe 2, Z. Tisdale, M. Holmes, P.
Carroll, R. Benjamin, M. Simpson, A. Gibson
Better Players: Z. Tisdale, J. Taylor, D. Muscat, L.
Buckler, R. Touzel, M. Simpson

The Hawks defense strategy was misguided, as
short forward Pickles (Dylan Muscat) — the best
hands in the competition — marked and goaled
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Football Flashbacks //

2018 Reserve Women’s Grand Final
West Brunswick v Old Geelong
WHAT. A. GAME.
WBAFC supporters celebrate as West takes the lead

This was the game to end all games. The fire that
kept the above seniors still in their game, when all
was lost. The game of the century.

Magpies kicked their first goal around the fiveminute mark of the final term and all players lifted.
Following the second goal around the mid-way
point of the term the Magpies could feel some
belief that they might be able to do it again.

The start was freezing. Wind, hail and mist swirled
the field. Those in the peanut gallery when kicking
with the wind could feel the full effect of the
elements pushing the ball down the field and
kicking against the wind in the first quarter was to
the Reserves detriment. Unable to convert, but
keeping OGs to only 1 goal 4, they kept intensity
despite trying conditions.

A third goal kicked with five minutes on the clock
had the Magpies only four points behind so the
Cats played all their players in the defensive half of
the ground. With two minutes remaining the
Magpies hit the front kicking their fourth for the
quarter. They hung on tenaciously as OG, following
the centre bounce put on one last final thrust to
score.

In the second quarter West had the wind. They
managed to keep OGs scoreless, but still unable to
put one on the board. In the third quarter OGs
utilized the wind and pushed another couple
through the sticks, but it was the fourth quarter
effort, with a full push YOINK mentality, that
showed the heart of this team.

Emma Lippmann was named best afield for her
ability to run amok, particularly in the final quarter.
What a game. To win a match with no score on the
board until the final quarter and to have only four
shots on goal, all of them majors, is unprecedented.

Up until three quarter time the Magpies had not
scored at all. The Cats’ defence continuously
crowded the ball and denied the Magpies any room
to play. Coach Melican maintained the message
that when, not if, the Magpies scored a goal, the
opposition would fall away very quickly. The
Magpies had the wind in the final quarter and they
knew they had not played to their best up until that
stage of the game.

An amazing effort from all those who played and all
those who were unable to take the field on the day.
Yoink!

A three-quarter time ramp up from Josh Melican
who instructed them to push forward gave the team
the simple yet effective tools to flip the table and
make a mockery of OGs’ tactics. Gemma Gray
kicked two critical goals, with Gigi Miller and
Schuey (on ya boot) kicking one a piece. The

West
Brunswick

0.0.0

0.0.0

0.0.0

4.0.24

Old Geelong

1.4.10

1.4.10

3.4.22

3.4.22

Goal Kickers: G. Gray 2, J Schumann, G Miller
Better Players: E. Lippmann, O. Douglas, G.
Gray, G. Miller, V. Christie , K. Hancock
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More than Footy //

Footy in the Virtual World //

In 2020, a number of our players and alumni have
been kicking major goals off the field.

Due to some great advances in technology and
the human desire to ‘keep on keeping on’, there
are many of us working from home. Our tools of
trade include meetings using ‘Zoom’, data
sharing on shared platforms and other clever
communication techniques.

// Bill Irving:
The club legend and 2019 Senior Coach is one
half of the team behind Kicking Against the Pricks,
a documentary about women’s footy. The film is
currently on hold due to COVID-19, but you can
keep up to date with @katpfilm via Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter. The KATP team also spoke
to the Siren Sport podcast last week, listen here.

The downside however is we are losing human
connectivity and the ability to act
‘spontaneously’ because everything is recorded
and whilst the technology is great, those few
seconds delay between your turn to speak and
someone else having a comment becomes
somewhat difficult.

// Sian Murray:
The 2018 women’s reserve premiership player has
recently co-founded and launched Pleasant State –
an eco-friendly cleaning brand made in
Queensland, and free of single-use plastics.
Pleasant State are currently crowdfunding to
produce their glass and silicone bottles. To find
out more or pre-order, visit pleasantstate.com

The football club still exists and thanks to the
efforts of the committee will be able to
transition to season 2021. Our football fields are
still being mowed and should you live within the
five kilometres of the grounds, you may notice
how serene and picturesque our fields now
appear.

// Sam May:
In July, Sam was the first feature in the recently
launched Colournary Magazine, where he
discussed hunting roos and making roux, and
shared his recipe for Paperbark Smoked Duck.
Colournary ‘celebrates and amplifies BIPOC voices
through the lens of food and culture’.
You can read the article here:www.colournary.com

While the opportunity to use those ovals and
take part in some on-field spontaneity might
have to wait, there has still been plenty
happening online and in the community for club
members to engage in this year.

// Emma Buckley Lennox:
2019 women’s reserves premiership captain EBL
recently accepted a job in Alice Springs. She wrote
about her experience crossing state borders under
COVID-19 restrictions for Traveller.com.au.

The club’s social and media teams have worked
hard to maintain our sense of community while
we remain social distanced with major
announcements, campaigns, and contests. We
encourage everyone to check out the club
website, Instagram, Facebook and Twitter to
see what’s been happening in 2020, and to
keep up to date with what is to come!

// Alex Sherman:
‘Shermo’ is an accredited practicing dietician
passionate about nutrition intervention in chronic
disease prevention. In July she launched her
Instagram account, where she shares resources,
recommendations, and recipes. You can check out
her work at @alexsherman_dietitian.
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Celebrating 50 Years //

Congratulations //

Stephan ‘Ocker’ Fyffe

Congratulations to WBAFC past player (20172018) & 2018 Raymond Barrett Shield recipient
for Best Matchday Volunteer,
Sarah
McPherson and her now-husband Dean
Pilioussis on their recent wedding.
Instead of postponing,
Sarah and Dean were
fortunately
able
to
quickly arrange for their
wedding day to be
brought forward before
the introduction of
stage 4 restrictions

The History of the Birdsnest Part Two //
For the first year of its existence, The Birdsnest
was actually an unbranded newsletter. That
changed at a 1971’s General Business
meeting. From the minutes:
“It was decided that the newsletter
commence on 8 March 1971 on a
fortnightly basis until the start of the
season and it is to be called
‘Birdsnest’. Somehow it took twelve
months of circulation before a suitable
name was applied to the newsletter.
And the name Birdsnest was chosen
because, like its namesake, it is half
full of shit!”

Resurrection from the Dark Days //
Member Feedback

Some of our Birdsnest readers reviewed the
story of the club’s return to health in 1998
and provided some additional perspective.
Our dark days lasted a few years and there
were some glimmers of hope, a few silver
linings around the storm clouds.

The newsletter’s momentum kept growing: In
the same year, the executive appointed a
Birdsnest Distributor on the club committee.
Some famous club names have taken the role
on: Former club secretary Mal Richardson
managed distribution from 1973 to 1975, with
Bruce Ivey, well-known on-field achievements
at West Brunswick, was his successor from
1975 to 1977.

Our Social committee of 1996, Messrs.
D’Andrea, Vitalie & Cocolaris organised a
series of ‘Industry Nights’ at the pub
opposite the Queen Victoria Market. These
functions generated considerable interest
from outside the club, were financially
rewarding and assisted in keeping the wolf
from the door for a few years, and cut the
VAFA as one of our debtors.

The task was also done by Rick Brockwell in
1978, Ken Waters in 1979, with the threeperson team of Graham Wetherall and wife
Maureen Wetherall, along with the returning
Bruce Ivey, overseeing the publication from
1980-85.
1985 was the last year that the
Gestetner duplication technology was used for
producing the Birdsnest, with the club using
different technology in the following years.

It was a result of teamwork and taking on a
challenge that assisted in keeping the club
going along last century! Nothing changes.
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2020 Social Memberships //

Blood Drive Challenge //

Victorian Football & Netball Blood Challenge
July 01 – September 30

It’s not too late to sign up for a 2020 social
membership. The funds raised from
membership purchases have been vital for the
club in 2020. For $50 or $100, you can show
WBAFC a lot of love, and score yourself a
membership pack for your efforts! The player
letters and 2020 stickers are a highlight this
year!
You can purchase your membership via the
website. www.wbafc./membership

Noticed that… //
•
•

•

•

•

Work has commenced on the revamp of
the club’s constitution.
The clubs emails are looking very
professional, with a fresh update. Make
sure the new emails aren’t going into your
spam! (You don’t want to miss out!)
Maybe we can have a West 2000 poster
competition in the virtual world? The
poster needs to include the date, theme
and function time. Simple.
The Victorian Governments rule in Stage 4
lockdown of exercising for only one hour
and no further than five kilometres would
mean some of our players would need to
curtail their training.
Many clubs seem to be adding to their
merch options and jumping on the mask
trend – how many teams will be donning
club-masks around the ground in 2021?
Will we see a West Brunswick mask in
the future?

In a tight race between the two top clubs in the
state, WBAFC took out the win against Melbourne
Uni in round one of the VAFA club comp, with 48
lives saved over MUWFC’s 30.
In round 2 we are facing off against Brunswick
FC/Brunswick Renegades, and it looks like we
might bring home the bacon again!
We are now in the final week of round 2, but there
is still time to sneak in some more donations this
round before we face Preston next week.
West Brunswick members have made over 45
donations and have saved close to 150 lives,
rolling up their sleeves more than any other club in
Victoria so far.
All blood or plasma donations until the 30th of
September will count towards the club’s overall
tally. You can sign up to our team online or at your
next (or first!) donation.
Anyone eligible to donate can sign-up, and don’t
worry - donating is still an essential service during
stage 4 restrictions.
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Sponsorship Corner //
WBAFC could not function without the ongoing
support of our sponsors – and they need us more
than ever this year. Read on to find out how you can
throw your support behind our wonderful club
partners!

Electrical Trades Union //

Blackhearts and Sparrows //

An electrical history of WBAFC:

Over the past 2 years we have been lucky to have
a sponsorship arrangement with Blackhearts &
Sparrows.

On 13 August 1879 Carlton played Melbourne in
the first night footy game with arc more lamps
lighting the MCG. The lighting was un-successful,
as the players were either blinded or lost in the
shadows. Carlton won 3 goals to nil.

Blackhearts & Sparrows is a locally run wine store
with a focus on accessibility, affordability and
good quality boutique drinks.

Fast forward 140 years and on 14 June 2019 the
West Brunswick women's team played Fitzroy in
the first ever senior footy game under lights at the
historic Brunswick Street Oval. West Brunswick
women won in a close encounter by just over 1
goal.

For when you are out of lockdown, Blackhearts
and Sparrows holds regular tastings and special
events in their store to assist in educating and
inspiring a new generation of wine appreciation.
You may also want to join up to the Blackhearts
Wine Club for the opportunity to attend winery
and brewery tastings, as well as exclusive wine
club offers including regional picks, mixed wine or
beer deals.

One year later West Brunswick and the Victorian
Electrical Trades Union formed a partnership
which we hope will continue for another 140 years.

During COVID-19 be sure to hit up their online
store and get around their veritable smorgasbord
of delightful fruity blends. Find them on their
website, or keep up to date by following their
Instagram and Facebook pages.

Thanks to the ETU for coming on board as a
sponsor in 2020 and we look forward to working
with you in years to come.
https://www.etuvic.com.au/

WITH THANKS TO OUR WONDERFUL PARTNERS
WANT TO PARTNER
WITH US?
We are always looking
for new club sponsors!
If your business or
workplace is in a
position to partner with
WBAFC in 2020 or
beyond, get in touch at
with our sponsorship
managers at
westbrunswicksponsors
hip@gmail.com.
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Our sponsorship team
will reach out to you to
discuss how we can
work with your
business. Alternatively,
please feel free to pass
on our details.

