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Season 2020 // 
June Edition 
Welcome to the first edition of The Birdsnest for 
2020! You may have noticed things are looking 
a little bit different around here. We are 
celebrating the 50th year in print with a new, 
glossier format to house the same stories you 
know and love, and a brand new logo designed 
specifically for the publication.  

That’s not all: Throughout 2020, The Birdsnest 
will showcase the newsletter’s history, and some 
snippets from the archives, while faithfully 
updating you on the club’s current happenings. 
You will see Part 1 of The Birdsnest History in 
this edition.  

The Birdsnest has promoted countless sponsors, 
reported on thousands of matches, and landed 
in the homes of hundreds of club members and 
past and present players. 

The club congratulates and thanks all of those 
who have kept The Birdsnest running and have 
chipped in along the way, and would like to 
especially make mention of Ocker as the 
newsletter’s current gatekeeper for his ongoing 
energy and effort in keeping the newsletter 
afloat, handling the production of The Birdsnest 
for the past 30 years (not to mention an earlier 
run from 1986 to 1987) and still going strong!

2020 Bruce Ivey Medallist and Stan 
Hughes Memorial Leading Goal Kicker 
Cam Perkins (#2) in action last year in 
his first year at West Brunswick.
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Season 2020 // 

Season 2020 was set to officially commence 
on April 4, but due to the COVID-19 State of 
Emergency in Victoria, it has been put on 
‘hold’ pending further information. Most 
Victorians are optimistic and are dreaming 
there will actually be a season, though there 
are others who are more skeptical as we head 
into unchartered waters. 

Regardless, for West Brunswick, this season is 
the club’s 62nd in the VAFA and we find our 
men’s Seniors and Reserves in Division Two, 
relegated after finishing ninth last season. 
Meanwhile, the two women’s teams remain in 
Premier Division after  both Seniors and 
Reserves made grand finals, with our 
Reserves’ side premiers. winning the grand 
final quite convincingly.  

Season 2020 marks the 50th year of The 
Birdsnest as the official organ of the football 
club. Launched in 1970, The Birdsnest was 
the major communication tool for getting the 
word out to our members. The views 
expressed in The Birdsnest only broadly 
represent the facts, but every now and again 
there may be a little bit of tweaking to assist 
readers in getting a better understanding of 
what’s gone on. And sometimes an error may 
occur, which can be corrected with a quick 
email to the editor.  

The Pending VAFA announcement // 

It’s great to have lots of plans and it’s even 
better when some of them actually happen. 
At this stage though, we cannot get ahead of 
ourselves until the all important 
announcement from the VAFA if there is 
going to be a season or not. 

Competitions that are semi professional and 
pay players have in many cases simply 
cancelled their season. The primary reason for 
the cancellation was that individual clubs 
participating in these competitions would be 
worse off if a shortened season was to take 
place. The clubs cited high costs and an 
inability to garner revenue from the crowd via 
gate takings and from sales over the bar, with 
such activities dependent on the gathering of 
large crowds. 

Under age football (younger than 17 years 
old) will resume just as the mid-year school 
holidays are ending, and are officially allowed 
to commence full-contact games from June 
22.  

Open age 
competitions, 
meanwhile, will just 
have to wait and see 
what their governing 
bodies have to say. 

The VAFA decision is 
scheduled for the week 
of June 22. There will 
be broad statements 
and probably some 
grey bits too. 

2020 Senior Best and 
Fairest winner, Yo Jones 
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Five rules The Birdsnest recommends to 
handle the virus: 

As the social distancing conditions have 
changed the way we go about most things, 
football will need to develop some new rules 
to avoid players getting too close. As such, 
we at The Birdsnest have used lockdown to 
do our homework and think up potential rules 
for gameday. 

• No standing closer than 150
centimetres to each other

• Three quarter time coaches address
will be done on an expanded
whiteboard, and players will need to
walk by to read the messages.

• Tackling will be allowed provided the
players faces do not share the same
air.

• Should play stop there will be no ball
ups, with the umpires paying a free
kick against the last person with the
ball.

• Play will commence with a kick off
from the center circle, rotated when
every goal is scored.

VAFA Clubs in Focus Podcast // 
WBAFC were lucky enough to be featured on 
the VAFA’s podcast in May. Joe Pignataro & 
Nick Armistead from the VAFA delved into 
the history of West Brunswick with Steve 
'Ocker' Fyffe, former President Ben Sexton, 
current President Beth Cook, Polly Fletcher 
and current coach, Nick Mitchell. You can 
listen here: 
https://player.whooshkaa.com/episode?id=65
4773 

The 2020 Committee //

Thanks to those people putting their hand up 
to manage the club this season. The growth 
in the number of teams makes the job ahead 
considerably more time consuming, and a 
challenge in ensuring everybody can be heard 
in a very crowded space. 

There are lots of people on the committee 
doing lots of jobs, the full list of the 
committee is on the website, but the 
executive roles for 2020 are: 

President: Beth Cook 

Vice President Evan Lloyd 

Secretary: Lucy Packham 

Treasurer: Jessica Roberts 

Football Operations 
Managers:  

Abe Jones and 
Nahkita Wolfe 

Corporate 
Managers: 

Bridie Walsh and 
Hubert Algie 

Social Manager: Polly Fletcher 

Welfare Manager: Jack Hayes 

Thanks to the 2019 retiring committee for 
their contributions.  

WBAFC LifeBlood Donations // 
Do you currently donate blood or plasma? 
Because West Brunswick now has a registered 
LifeBlood team with the Red Cross.  

To join, go to www.donateblood.com.au and 
create an account. Under the ‘Team’ tab, find 
‘My Team’ and join West Brunswick AFC. 
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Celebrating 50 Years // 
At the 1970, a motion was passed by the 
WBAFC general committee to purchase a 
Gestetner Duplicator machine to print a club-
wide newsletter for distribution. As such, The 
Birdnest was born. 50 years later, it is still 
going strong.  

The newsletter has been managed by 10 
different people across the past half-century, 
including original editor (and life member) 
Cliff Bastow, multiple best-and-fairest winner 
Bruce Ivey, and for the past 30 years, Stephen 
“Ocker” Fyffe.  

To celebrate The Birdsnest in 2020, we’ll be 
looking back at some of its history at WBAFC! 

The History of the Birdsnest Part One // 

Stephan ‘Ocker’ Fyffe 

Did you know that the first issues of The 
Birdsnest were printed on a hand-operated 
machine? A Gestetner Duplicator machine - 
Purchased for around $200 - was used to 
generate the newsletter to distribute among 
the West Brunswick’s players, members and 
patrons.  

The device made duplicate copies from a 
master copy of printed material. Using a 
stencil method, the duplicator used a thin 
sheet of paper coated with wax which was 
written on with a special stylus that left a 
broken line through the stencil. 

With practice, the machine was an efficient 
method of producing multiple copies of the 
typed information, although it was 
occasionally messy, particularly in handling 
the ink storage unit. 

Such a device was an expensive outlay for an 
amateur sporting, but as Club Secretary/ 
Treasurer and inaugural editor Cliff Bastow 
noted his 1970 Annual Report, there were 
obvious benefits to its use.  

“These expenditures are for the benefit of 
club members via the printing of the Club’s 
‘Newsletter’ which was distributed by post to 
members each week relating to them, results 
of all games and notification of club functions 
and some personal ‘insides’ of club 
members,” he wrote. In other words, while 
the Birdsnest didn’t yet have a name, the 
newsletter was well and truly on its way to 
becoming the institution it is today. 

Coaches for 2020 // 
West Brunswick AFC is thrilled to welcome 
the return of club-favourite Nick Mitchell. The 
former Fitzroy AFL player was appointed as 
coach of the men’s senior side for the 2020 
season. He will be ably assisted by Polly 
Fletcher and Angus Hamilton.  

Joining Nick on our men’s coaching panel in 
2020 is VAFA newcomer Tom McCluskey, 
who will be taking on the role of coach of our 
men’s reserves.  

Returning as women’s Senior coach is Josh 
Melican. Josh is coming off an incredible first 
year as Women’s senior coach, with the side 
making the Grand Final in their first season in 
the Premier division. 

Marnee Silver will return to help the Reserves 
defend last year’s premiership as they aim for 
a three-peat. Freya Logan and Regan Tait 
round out the coaching panel.  
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2019 Award Winners // 

Club-wide Award Winners: 

David “Max” McAllister Memorial, Best 
Clubperson: Polly Fletcher 

Shane Devers Best First Year Player Perpetual 
Trophy: Alex Cheal (women) / Jye Lewis (men) 

Raymond Barrett Perpetual Shield, Best 
Matchday Volunteer: Bridie Walsh 

Senior Award Winners: 

Bruce Ivey Medal, Men’s Senior Best and 
Fairest: Cam Perkins 
Second Best and Fairest: Lee Stringer 
Coaches award: Andrew 'Bob' MacKenzie 
Most improved: Ben Watson 

Women’s Best and Fairest: Yo Jones 
Second Best and Fairest: Mel Lindsay 
Coaches award: Amy Cater 
Most improved: Maddy Fry / Genevieve Walsh 
Best finals player: Mel Lindsay 

Reserve Award Winners: 

Bob Baker Medal, Men’s Reserves Best and 
Fairest: Chris Naldrett 
Reserves Second Best and Fairest: Jacob 
Hyslop 
Coaches award: Hugh Baird 
Most improved: Jack Abrehart 
Best finals player: Pat Alexander 

Women’s Reserves Best and Fairest:  
Brodie Aumont 
Reserves Second Best and Fairest: Laura 
Harris / Alex Cheal 
Coaches award: Eve Dougherty 
Most improved: Sofya Daroy 
Best finals player: Brodie Aumont 

Thirds Award Winners: 

Raph Touzel Medal, Men’s Thirds Best and 
Fairest: Ted Forbes 
Second best and fairest: Tom Laity 
Coaches award: Lewis Moore 
Most improved: Tom Meyrick 

Women’s Thirds Best and Fairest: Brodie 
Aumont 
Second best and fairest: Rosie Millen 
Coaches award: Nina Markham 
Most improved: Lea Pfeiffer-Magni 

2019 Leading Goal Kickers: 

Stan Hughes Memorial Medal, Men’s Leading 
Goalkickers: 
Seniors: Cam Perkins (36) 
Reserves: Michael Pritchard (17)  
Thirds: Jack Abrehart and Harry Everist (10) 

Women’s Leading goalkickers: 
Seniors: Grace MacPherson (16)) 
Reserves: Kristina Krithararis (17) 
Thirds: Aldo Warren (10) 
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2020 Social Memberships // 

In 2019 we had 
over 40 golden 
magpies, and a 
further 50 player 
sponsorships, but 
ss our 2020 
season has 
changed, so have 
our memberships. 

If you would normally sign up as a player 
sponsor or Golden Magpie member, you can 
instead sign-up in 2020 as a WBAFC Social 
(Distancing) Member!  

There are two tiers of membership available – 
gold and silver, at $50 and $100 respectively.  
The contribution goes a long way in helping 
the football club provide first class services to 
our players and take some of the pressure off 
fees – particularly this year with the financial 
pressures of COVID-19 on our club! 

The Club would like you to purchase 
membership via the website. 
www.wbafc./membership 

It would be greatly appreciated that when a 
deposit is made it is accompanied by the 
donors’ name, and a note to the editor too. 
This will avoid name calling and accusing the 
editor of forgetting something he has not 
been told. 

Please include your name, email, and 
address, so that our Past Players Committee is 
able to record your details and mail out your 
membership pack! 

Women’s Ressies with their Premiership cup! 

Good For Footy Raffle // 

The Toyota Good for Footy Raffle is back up 
and running, and more important than ever, 
with 100% of the proceeds going directly to 
WBAFC! This year, when our usual avenues 
for fundraising and revenue have been taken 
off the table, the GFF Raffle has become one 
of our main sources of income. 

You can purchase a ticket for $5 and you have 
the chance to drive away in a brand new 
Toyota. Last year we raised close to $700 – 
this year, with the support of all our members 
and community, we’ve been able to raise over 
$10,000 so far! 

If you would like to purchase a ticket, you can 
do so at wbafc.com.au. 
If you would like to do more by registering as 
a seller (while being rewarded for your 
efforts), please email a request to 
westbrunswick@gmail.com with your name 
and email. 



Adelaide Octavia Touzel
Former WBAFC President and life 
member Raph Touzel and Rose Touzel 
welcomed the arrival of Adelaide 
Octavia Touzel in February. A sister for  
Louis and Freddie.

Leo Jeffrey Fraser
Senior men’s assistant coach and 
WBAFC social manager Polly Fletcher 
and Jeff Fraser welcomed the arrival of 
Leo Jeffrey Fraser in October last year. 

// Joel Beer and Cassandra Smith 
married in October last year.
2018 Reserves premiership player Cass 
and new life member Joel are the first 
WBAFC player-couple to have tied the 
knot after meeting at WBAFC!

Marni Rae Stokes
Past-player Tom Stokes (2017/2018) 
and Bek Stokes welcomed the arrival of 
Marni Rae Stokes in December last 
year. (Above left)

// WBAFC premiership player Jim 
Forbes and Tess Gleeson married on 
New Years Eve 2019. 

// WBAFC past-player and 2018 Bruce 
Ivey Medallist Cormac Cashin and Sian 
Booker married on the 7th of March 
2020.

Congratulations //

Welcome //

Keep us in the loop //
Have you recently been married? Or had a baby? Know of a past player or member 
that we could include? Email us at westbrunswick@gmail.com 

Henry Ray Wilson
Past-player Leesa Wilson (2017) and 
Josh Wilson welcomed the arrival of 
Henry Ray Wilson in September last 
year. A brother for Mitchell. (Above 
right)

Shara Marysia Mercer
Past-player Jason Marcer (2008-13) and 
Sintiya Mercer welcomed the arrival of 
Shara Marysia Mercer on the 26th of 
April. 

Phillippa Francis Lanyon
Past-player and former committee 
member Patrick Lanyon (2008-14) and 
Shannon Lanyon welcomed the arrival 
of Phillippa Francis Lanyon on the 24th 
of May 2020.

Eleanor Anne Blanckensee
Senior women’s Physio Matt Blancken-
see and Phoe Naughton welcomed the 
arrival of Eleanor Anne Blanckensse on 
the 15th of June. 
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Vale // 
Scott Coombes: 

It is with deep sorrow to learn of 
the passing of Scott Coombes in 
late April. Scott (nicknamed ‘the 
phantom’) played 82 games for 
the club over the period 1993 to 
1999. He was Captain of the 
Reserves in 1995, and club 
Secretary for three seasons —  
from 1997 to 1999. 

Noticed that… // 

// 2019 was the first time in the 
club’s history that the winner of 
the Senior men’s best and fairest 
was also the club’s leading 
goalkicker. 

// The new look Birdsnest, 
according to reliable sources, will 
be much easier to consume than 
the old style that has served us 
well for 49 years. 

// Brodie Aumont was the club’s 
most decorated player in 2019, 
winning the following: the 
women’s thirds AND reserve best 
and fairest awards, reserve 
women’s best finals player, 
reserves premiership medallion, 
and the medal for best on ground 
in the Grand Final 

//  West Brunswick is currently 
ranked #1 the Good For Footy 
Raffle, having sold the most 
tickets Nationally!



WITH THANKS TO OUR WONDERFUL PARTNERS

WANT TO PARTNER 
WITH US?

We are always looking 
for new club sponsors! 

If your business or 
workplace is in a 
position to partner with 
WBAFC in 2020 or 
beyond, get in touch at  
with our sponsorship 
managers at 
westbrunswicksponsors
hip@gmail.com. 

Our sponsorship team 
will reach out to you to 
discuss how we can 
work with your 
business. Alternatively, 
please feel free to pass 
on our details. 
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Sponsorship Corner // 
Welcome to the new sponsorship corner – where 
we celebrate our wonderful club partners! WBAFC 
could not function without the ongoing support of 
our sponsors – and they need us more than ever 
this year. Read on to find out how you can throw 
your support behind them! 

North Melbourne Boxing and Fitness // 

64 Sutton St, North Melbourne Victoria 3051 
www.boxing-fitness.com 

West Brunswick AFC have 
been fortunate to be a 
part of the North 
Melbourne Boxing gym 
family for many years now, 
with Steve keeping us fit 

and healthy, throughout the season and beyond! 

Steve’s wonderful gym is equipped with a 400sqm 
of matted training floor, 26 retractable heavy bags, 
2 boxing rings, training equipment, and weights; 
and personal training, and tailored Group and 
Corporate sessions available. 

Steve is offering West Brunswick members $10 per 
session (a 50% discount) in the Post-COVID period. 

Until things go back to normal, all classes will need 
to be booked online prior to arriving at the gym, as 
numbers are limited. Be sure to book in a class with 
Steve and his team– you won’t regret it! 

Prince Alfred Rooftop and Bar // 

191 Grattan St Carlton, VIC, 3053 
princealfred.com 

Returning for their second 
year is the wonderful PA’s. If 
the name sounds familiar, it 
might be because PA’s and 
WBAFC have a history - the 
previous iteration of the 
Carlton pub sponsored the 
club until 2012.  

Having closed in 2015, PA’s reopened afresh in 2017, 
with a modern and flamboyant interior redesign within 
the unchanged 1920’s exterior. The 450 person 
capacity venue now boasts a rooftop garden and 
upstairs events space. During the day, you can visit the 
PA’s café from 7.30am weekdays. When you visit, 
make sure to say hi to the wonderful PA’s manager. 
Lani,  

Having been closed for the past 3 
months due to COVID-19 
restrictions, we are thrilled to see 
PA’s open again on the 23rd of 
June, and want to support them 
as they have supported us! Book 
a table online for a meal (we 
recommend the West Brunswick fan favourite; the 
Wednesday night special Parma) or stop by for a coffee 
at the café Monday to Friday. 




