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Season 2019 
The Birdsnest       Vol. 49 No. 8 
The Finals Edition. 
The VAFA draw has the women’s teams playing a 
shorter season than the men’s teams and the 
editorial staff at the Birdsnest decided to blend 
the club’s overall performance of the finals into 
one edition. 
 
Firstly the Women’s teams performance during 
the home and away season was nothing short of 
amazing, being promoted to the Premier Division 
and making the top four in both the seniors and 
reserves. As Joe Cocker would say “you can’t get 
much higher”. Their finals campaign and 
performances are covered later in this edition. 
The women’s thirds team was not included into 
the VAFA draw, (the club was required to have 
makeshift arrangements to have games going 
each week) and whilst they played very well and 
supported the higher teams, there was no 
opportunity for them to have any finals action. 
 
The Men’s season has been deflating, losing 
seven of our top ten players from season 2018 as 
the year commenced, as well as injuries and 
other absences. The Reserves team was sinking 
along with the Seniors until Round 11 where they 
turned a corner of ‘self-belief’ and have made it to 
the finals. The Thirds had a reasonable year, but 
again here were difficulties in settling the team 
given the elevation of players to higher teams 
during the year. 
 
The reports of the finals follow the final round of 
the men’s home and away games. 
 

Results: 
Men’s Seniors  
Round 18 
The final game for the season was between the 
two cellar dwellers, the Magpies v Raiders played 
on a beautiful surface but with the wind howling 
across the ground at almost gale force. The 
Magpies had been gaining some momentum 
torwards the end of the season and were 
confident they could win their final game in this 
Division.  
 

The Raiders got out of the blocks early, posting 
the first two goals before the Magpies kicked in 
with some goals of their own. Both teams made 
plenty of mistakes as the conditions caused the 
ball to go off track quite a bit. The Magpies 
appeared to dominate play but their scoring of 
behinds rather than goals gave them a slender 
lead at the main break. 
 
Following a stirring half time address from retiring 
coach Billy Morgan, the Magpies came out 
strongly and applied plenty of pressure on the 
scoreboard. Alas they added one goal six behinds 
to two goals, to hold a three point margin at the 
final quarter. The Magpies had more desire and 
commitment for each other and in the final term 
over ran the Raiders, scoring three goals to none, 
eventually running out victors by 25 points. 

Old Paradians 2.2-14 6.2-38 8.5-53 8.6-54 

West Brunswick AFC 3.5-23 6.9-45 7.15-57 10.19-79 

Goal Kickers: C. Perkins 4, C. Weston 2, L. Stringer, 

S. Pritchard, B. Irving, B. Watson 

Best Players: C. Perkins, L. Stringer, B. Irving, S. 

Fleming, A. Mackenzie, C. Weston 

 

Men’s Reserves 
Round 18 
Having clinched a spot in the top four, the 
Reserves team needed to win to ensure they 
were playing finals. The Raiders were last placed 
on the ladder and it soon became obvious as to 
why they were in that position. The conditions 
were trying but the Raiders game plan was about 
‘camping players’ on the half back line and 
kicking the ball to each other to minimise scoring 
opportunities for their opponents. 
 
The Magpies were far too skilled for the Raiders, 
getting out to an early lead and worked 
cohesively, as a team, to keep the pressure on 
the forwards to score. The final result was a 
seventy-two-point victory, and the start of their 
2019 finals campaign. 
 

First Semi final 
The much anticipated first semi final was against 
the Therry Penola Lions who had managed to  

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36769-514946-23140780
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capture a place in the four by beating the top 
placed Bears in the last home and away game. 
The Magpies had beaten this team only two 
weeks earlier at Ransford Oval and with the 
prospect of four players from the Seniors team 
being available to play, were very confident 
heading into the game. 
 
The game was played at Elsternwick Park, the 
surface was firm and well grassed and, as usual, 
there was a very strong breeze blowing down the 
ground. The Lions won the toss and kicking with 
the wind were able to register three goals to the 
Magpies one for the quarter. In the second term 
the Magpies knew they needed to make an 
impact on the scoreboard but the Lions managed 
to get a better handle on placement around the 
packs, dropped a few players back, and managed 
to thwart the attacking moves of the Magpies, 
who only registered five points for the term. 
 
After the long break a few positional moves were 
made to ensure a more competitive performance 
around the ball. Like the first quarter the Lions 
kicked three goals to the Magpies one, to hold a 
four goal lead going into the final quarter. The 
Magpies threw everything they had at the Lions in 
the final term but could not kick the goals that 
mattered from their limited scoring opportunities. 
All players gave their best but the Magpies were 
defeated by 24 points in a low scoring game. 

Therry Penola OB 3.5-23 3.5-23 6.10-46 7.10-52 

West Brunswick AFC 1.0-6 1.6-12 2.6-18 3.11-29 

Goal Kickers: P. Alexander, A. Campbell, B. 
Farrow 
Better Players: P. Alexander, P. Colman, A. 
Campbell, M. Holmes, H. Paez, B. Simpson 
 

 

Women’s Seniors  
Elimination Semi Final v Marcellin  
Our Senior Magpie’s travelled down to Marcellin 
for their first final; given it was an elimination final 
the stakes were high but our Magpies were more 
than ready for the challenge. The teams were one 
a piece from their two meetings during in the 
season with Marcellin winning the most recent 
encounter on our home turf in round 13 by four 
points.  
 
However, our Senior Magpies were on the ball 
from the start and had slotted three majors by the 
main break. Conversely, their opponents were 
favoring solitary scores but it certainly wasn’t over 
at this stage. It was a quieter scoring affair for the 
Magpies in the second half. However, they 
managed to band together to come away with a 

five-point win and advance to round 2 of the 
Finals.  
 

Marcellin  0.6 – 6    0.6 – 6  1.8 – 14    1.9 – 15  

WBAFC 1.1. – 7    3.1 – 19  3.2 – 20     3.2 – 20   

Goal Kickers: D. Yeatman, B. Walsh, A. Mack 
Better Players: Y. Jones, M. Lindsay , A. 
McKenna , O. Douglas, A. Cheal, L. Packham 
 

Preliminary Final v Old Trinity   
 
The second week of the finals was played at 
Elsternwick Park and saw the Senior team take 
on Old Trinity, with the winner advancing through 
to the Premier Grand Final. Old Trinity were going 
into this match likely as favorites given they had 
beaten the Magpies twice during the home and 
away season.  
 
Old Trinity kicked away to a three-point lead in 
the first quarter but our Senior Magpies stayed 
hot on their tails and managed to take the lead 
before the half time break. The third quarter was 
a tense affair with neither side managing to take a 
hold of the game or stamp their authority over the 
game with only two points separating them at the 
final break.  
 
Later into the fourth quarter one of our toughest 
players, Denise Heckman, dug deep and won an 
epic free kick when she caught an Old Trinity 
player holding the ball. She managed to steady 
herself to slot a text book perfect set shot which 
put the Magpies seven points in front, which was 
a game high lead. 
 
Thereafter, the Magpies held on and defended 
well - keeping Trinity scoreless for the last 
quarter. When the final siren went the Westies 
crowd flooded the oval to get around our Senior 
team, who achieved history by reaching the 
Premier Grand Final in their first season at this 
level.  
 

Old Trinity  1.3 -9     1.3 – 9  1.5 - 11  1.5 - 11  

WBAFC 1.0 – 6    2.0 - 12  2.1 – 13     3.2 – 20   

Goal Kickers: M. Lindsay , E. Korteman, D. 
Heckmann 
Better Players: M. Lindsay , D. Heckmann, R. 
King, Y. Jones, G. Walsh, M. Forbes 
 

Grand Final v SKOBS  
 
For the grand final the Magpies were again 
playing at Elsternwick Park, but this week they 
were taking on SKOBS. The teams last meet in 
round 14 and SKOBS were likely favorites given 
they had beaten our Senior Magpies twice during 
the home and away season. However, the 
Magpies had well and truly earned their place in 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36778-517105-26399418
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the Grand Final and played with the true Westie 
spirit.  
 
The weather took a serious turn for the worst after 
the Reserves Game with the rain starting to fall 
and the wind picking up to make for some cold 
and blustery conditions. These conditions showed 
on the scoreboards with both teams registering 
two behinds each at the main break.  
 
After half time both teams kicked a single major 
each in the third term, which kept the tensions 
high, especially for the spectators. Sadly, SKOBS 
managed to kick 1 goal and 2 behinds more in the 
final term to take the premiership.  
 
Nonetheless, our Senior Magpies did not bow out 
without a fight and they were truly remarkable in 
defeat - taking it in their stride with grace and 
class. The Senior team had a fantastic season in 
the highest league in the VAFA. Each week they 
went from strength to strength and were tough 
opponents in victory and in defeat. Bring on 2020 
– West Brunswick will be Premiers just you wait 
and see! 
 

St Kevins 0.0  0.2 – 2   1.3 – 9  2.5 – 17  

WBAFC 0.0  0.2 – 2   1.2 – 8      1.3 – 9    

Goal Kicker: H. Lawrence 
Better Players: M. Lindsay , A. McKenna , B. 
Walsh, G. Walsh, Y. Jones, C. Duquet 
 
 

Women’s Reserves  
Second Semi Final v Melbourne University   
 
Our Reserve Women took on Melbourne Uni in 
the second semi final with the winner to advance 
straight through to the Grand Final. The teams 
were one a piece from their two meetings during 
in the season with the Muggars winning the most 
recent encounter on our home turf in round 10 by 
eight points.  
The Magpies were hot out of the starting blocks, 
kicking one major and two behinds to the 
Muggars one behind in the first quarter. Their 
momentum didn’t stop there, with another major 
being scored before the main break.  
 
However, the scoreboard was not reflective just 
how much forward pressure the Muggars’ were 
bringing and continued to bring into the second 
half. Albeit that they were inaccurate, the 
Muggars were also down right relentless 
throughout the final quarter, and put our Reserve 
Magpies under some serious pressure. However, 
when the going got tough the players dug really 
deep and battened down the hatches.  
 

Our defensive players were well supported by our 
midfielders and resisted the Muggars peppering 
of the forward line, with several shots on goal 
being smothered and/or touched on the line.  
 
Eventually the siren sounded and the large 
Westies home crowd swarmed our Reserve 
Magpies to celebrate the win. Whilst it is hard to 
pick stand out players, our Maddy Macreadie-
Smith, Georgia Zink and Brodie Aumont were 
tough and tireless contributors especially in the 
final term.  
 

WBAFC 1.2 – 8     2.2 - 14 2.3 – 15   3.3 - 21   

Melbourne 
Uni 

0.1 – 1   0.4 – 4   0.7 – 7      1.10 – 16   

Goal Kickers:  S. Castricum 2, A. Ladson 
Better Players: B. Aumont, A. Cooney, M. 
Macreadie-Smith, G. Zink, L. Harris, C. Field 
 

Grand Final v Melbourne University   
 
The Reserve Women ran out onto Elsternwick 
Park to take on Melbourne Uni in the Grand Final. 
Despite our Reserve Magpies winning the minor 
premiership and defeating the Muggars in the 
semi-final – they were being touted as the 
underdogs in this game.  
 
Captain Emma Buckley-Lennox won the toss and 
the Magpies elected to kick with the wind for the 
first term. This was a strategic choice, which paid 
off as much of the first quarter was played in our 
forward fifty and three beauties sailed through 
before the first break.  
 
The Muggars had the wind in the second quarter 
but were unable to capitalise on this due, in likely 
equal parts, to inaccuracy and the Magpies’ tough 
and stingy defense. Yet in true Muggar’s style – 
they would not go away and were rather 
relentless throughout the second quarter.  
 
Just as things were getting tougher in the 
defensive half, Anna Christine laid an epic tackle, 
and really set the tone for the group by putting her 
body on the line to save what would have likely 
been a successful shot on goal for the Muggars. 
Not long after this tackle, the half time siren 
sounded and the Magpies regrouped and 
refocused under the guidance of Coach Silver.  
 
The third term saw the Magpies kicking with the 
wind again, and despite our best efforts, only one 
further major was kicked before the final break. 
Whilst we had kept the Muggars scoreless, this 
wasn’t enough to rule them out of the match.  
 
Recent history from 2018 was used as a reminder 
to the players that a four goal final term is 
possible.  



 
Notably, there was still work to do as the Muggars 
came out for the final term with a vengeance. This 
term was mostly played in our defensive half. 
However, just as had happened in the semi-final, 
our defensive players were well supported by our 
midfielders and resisted the Muggars peppering 
of the forward line.  
 
Eventually, some skilful play got the ball into our 
forward half where it was locked up for the last 
few minutes of play before the final siren sounded 
and our Reserve Magpies were crowned 
PREMIERS!! 
 
The crowd flooded onto the ground and got 
around our premiership stars. There were smiles, 
hugs, high-fives, tears, laughs and emotional 
embraces aplenty.  
 
Our super star Brodie Aumont was crowned the 
Best On Ground even after playing part of the 
game with a broken rib! Thereafter Captain Emma 
Buckley-Lennox and Coach Silver accepted the 
trophy and capped off what has been a 
sensational season for our Reserve team.  
 
This win also made it back-to-back premierships 
for our Reserve Magpies. 
 

WBAFC 3.2 – 
20  

3.3 – 
21  

4.4. – 
28  

4.4 – 28    

Melbourne 
Uni 

0.0 – 0    0.0 – 0    0.3 - 
3      

0.8 – 8    

Goal Kickers: G. Gray, S. Castricum, K. 
Krithararis, I. Gietzmann 
Better Players: B. Aumont, H. Grover, G. Gray, 
L. Harris, S. Kierce, V. Christie 
 

Retiring Billy ‘Morgan’ Irving 
Last week we reluctantly farewell senior 
coach and club champion, Bill Irving. 
 
In a senior career that has spanned 15 years, 
Bill has built a footballing CV most people 
only dream of: two senior premierships, five 
club best-and-fairests, two league best-and-
fairests, played VAFA representative footy, 
played at VFL club Port Melbourne, VAFA A-
Grade club Old Melburnians, Warburton-
Millgrove, and well over 200 senior games. 
 
After two years of assistant coaching at West 
Brunswick under Angus Hamilton, Bill 
stepped-up in 2019 to be senior playing 
coach. Despite a season characterised by 
injuries to senior men's players - including his 
own broken arm - Bill has worked tirelessly 
on and off the field to keep the team positive 

and continue to fight right to the finish. His 
legacy at the club will include his commitment 
to 'cross-mojinating' the men's and women's 
players at every opportunity. And of course, 
who could forget his final quarter heroics 
against Emmaus St Leos in the 2015 Grand 
Final, playing a big part in turning a 26-point 
three-quarter time deficit into a one-point 
victory, kicking the winning goal. 
 
Bill is retiring after the final senior game of the 
year this Saturday, both from playing and the 
senior coaching role. We will all miss Bill's 
enthusiasm, leadership, and footy nous on 
and off the field. Thanks for all you've done 
for West Brunswick over the years, Bill, and 
we look forward to seeing you around 
supporting the club in the years to come as a 
life member of West Brunswick. 
 
Make sure you get along to Garvey Oval at 
Parade College on Saturday at 2pm to watch 
the boys take on Old Paradians and hopefully 
send off the great man in winning style! 
 
Dragon plays his 100th 
Recruited from the goldmine of College 
Crescent, a youngish red head with a big tank 
and an even bigger voice arrived at Ransford 
in the 2013 WBAFC Superdraft. Known only 
as Henry in his early years at the club, 
rumour has it he was sick of waiting for a 
more suitable on-field name, so dubbed 
himself 'The Dragon' – his defensiveness 
about this version of events ensured that the 
name stuck.  
 
The former football operations manager and 
current club secretary may not be flashy, but 
he gets the job done – on and off the field. 
After missing almost all of 2018 with a knee 
injury, the reliable and hardworking co-
captain of the reserves (with fellow 
Castlemaine native T-Pol) is relishing being 
back out on the park and having another 
crack at a finals campaign, where H is hoping 
to gain some more silverware to sit with his 
2015 reserves premiership medallion. 
Congratulations on a great 100 games, 
Dragon! 

 



Forthcoming Social Functions 
Presentation Night 

Saturday 5 October 2019 
PA’s Rooftop Bar 

More details will be provided as the date draws 
closer 

 

 
Noticed That… 

• Outstanding goal kicking by Cam Perkins 
over the past month has him as the Senior 
team leading goalkicker for 2019 with 36 
goals, with half of them kicked in the past 
four games. 

• The competition leading goal kicker is 
Aaron Cloke from Oakleigh with 88 goals. 

• The ‘Hoff’ and Mick Pritchard are neck & 
neck to take out honours as the Reserves 
leading goal scorer 

• We had lots of our women players 
providing support from the boundary at 
last weeks game. 

• Elsternwick Park continues to be a not so 
happy hunting ground for our men’s teams 
when it comes to the finals. 

• Thanks to all those who came along to our 
finals matches and those who supported 
the club throughout the season. 

• Coaches positions available for season 
2020. If you are interested or know 
somebody who may be up for the 
challenge, let the committee know to 
assist in any follow up. 

 
 

Current sponsors   

 
 
  
 
 

 
Other major sponsors for 2019 include Blackhearts 
& Sparrows, Priceline, 3D Guard, new pub sponsor 
PA’s Rooftop and Bar, women’s sponsor, Boost 
Juice Barkly Square and men’s sponsor, Hawkers 
Brewing:  
 

   

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The club is looking for sponsors in any form. If you 
would like to promote your business in the 
Birdsnest, website or around the club get in contact 
with Bridie Walsh (brighdin.r.walsh@gmail.com). 
We can get you promoted in many wonderful ways: 
posters, tickets, t-shirts, special dedications, small 
ads on banners of milestone games, inside the 
inner sanctum, etc. 
 

 


