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A Winning West Weekend 
Season 2019 has been very disappointing for 
the Men’s senior team, and somewhat patchy 
for the other men’s teams. Our women have 
been winners for most of the year, but as they 
approached the finals our senior women 
couldn’t get over the line. 
 
On the second weekend of August the Senior 
men’s team broke through for their second win 
of the year, our seconds won, the thirds got up 
by a point and the Senior women defeated 
their nemesis to win the preliminary final, and 
advance to the grand final. A full report 
covering the women’s finals will be covered in 
the next edition. 
 
Four wins from four outings, now we haven’t 
had that since last season. Well done 
everybody. 
 

Results: 
Men’s Seniors  
Round 14 
A game against the Saints at their home patch was 
highly anticipated as the team was beginning to 
regain some momentum with a few players running 
into form. Coach Billy Morgan was keen for the 
players to get the most out of the game and 
encouraged to Magpies to take risks and to move 
the ball quickly. 
 
The first quarter had a breeze favoring the Saints, 
but the ground was small, a decent roost from the 
middle had the ball deep into the forward line which 
suited the style of play the Saints had adopted. But 
the Magpies knew they could score if the ball could 
get to a one on one contest, and at the first break 
the score was five goals apiece. 
 
In the second term the play was fast and 
uncompromising, and the pattern of the first term 
was again played out, with the Saints dominating 
the early part of the quarter and the Magpies 

fighting back at the later stages. At the main break 
there were 21 goals kicked, a very accurate 9 goals 
one by the Magpies. 
 
Sensing a victory, the Magpies piled on the 
pressure in the third term anticipating the Saints to 
wilt. Unfortunately, the small ground suited the 
Saints who peppered to goals to have forty-four 
scoring shots to the Magpies twenty-two. The 
Magpies ‘cracked the ton’ for the second time in 
the season, but were defeated by 72 points. 

St Mary's Salesian 5.5-35 12.8-80 17.13-115 26.18-174 

West Brunswick  5.0-30 9.1-55 12.4-76 16.6-102 

Goal Kickers: B. Irving 4, J. Meade 2, L. Buckler 2, D. 

Ferrier 2, P. Alexander, C. Weston, C. Ferrier, S. 

Fleming, L. Stringer, S. Pritchard 

Better Players: S. Pritchard, P. Alexander, L. Stringer, 

D. Ferrier, B. Irving, J. Meade 

 

Round 15 
A home game against the Pirates was one the 
team looked forward to. The Magpies reserves 
team had taken the points and the senior team felt 
they may have a shot at it. The Pirates were third 
on the ladder, and had the unfortunate reputation 
of being ‘two sided’, being a team that smashed 
sides when they play at home, but were very 
vulnerable when playing away. 
 
The Pirates were slick with their ball movement, 
and had bigger stronger bodies up forward, bigger 
than the Magpie defenders. The Magpies tried 
hard but were outclassed by the superior running 
game of the Pirates who had kept the Magpies goal 
less in the first half. 
 
Things didn’t get much better after the long break 
as the swirling conditions made many turnovers 
whenever the long kicking game was tried, and the 
superior running machine the Pirates employed 
continued to do the job. The Magpies were 
defeated by 74 points, rather disappointing. 

West Brunswick AFC 0.1-1 0.6-6 2.9-21 4.14-38 

Peninsula 5.5-35 7.9-51 10.12-72 16.16-112 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-58922-514946-26388780
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36765-514946-26388770
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36765-514946-26388770
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36863-514946-26388720


Goal Kickers:M. Handscombe, L. Stringer, B. Irving, 

C. Perkins 

Better Players:B. Watson, L. Buckler, L. Stringer, C. 

Perkins, P. Alexander, J. Lewis 

 

Round 16 
The Magpies welcomed back a few players from 
injury, in particular co-captain Will Dillon playing 
only his second game of the season. The Toorak 
Park ground has a grandstand and protective 
barriers on one side of the ground, and the 
conditions were difficult to say the least. The Two 
Blues were eighth on the ladder and the Magpies 
have had victories on this ground in the past 
couple of seasons. 
 
The Two Blues got the better of the Magpies in 
the first half, with cleaner entry into their forward 
half and a key forward to finish off their work. The 
Magpies battled hard but couldn’t find a way to 
get scoring opportunities, consequently they were 
well down at the long break.   
 
The Magpies came out in the second half with 
renewed vigor, effort and a few positional 
changes. Moving Perkins to the forward line was 
a stroke of genius, as he took a number of great 
marks and finished off his work on the 
scoreboard. For the term the Magpies kicked 
seven goals to nil, to take the lead going into 
three quarter time. The final term was a hard slog, 
with the Two Blues throwing everything at the 
Magpies, who would answer every challenge to 
run out winners by 5 points. 

Prahran Assumption AFC 3.4-22 8.4-52 8.7-55 11.11-77 

West Brunswick AFC 1.2-8 2.4-16 9.8-62 12.10-82 

Goal Kickers: C. Perkins 6, P. Alexander, H. 
Mahoney, S. Fleming, L. Buckler, A. Jones, J. 
Lewis 
Better Players: L. Buckler, D. Ferrier, J. Meade, 
C. Perkins, J. Beer, S. Fleming 
 

Round 17 
The Magpies hosted the Lions on a rather 
pleasant day weather wise, but didn’t have the 
finesse to convert much of their play into goal 
scoring opportunities. The first half was very 
crowded and scrappy football with the Lions out 
muscling the smaller Magpie players around the 
packs; and during the second term managed to 
score consistently. 
 
After half time the Magpies made a few positional 
changes but were not able to seize control of the 
game. In the middle two quarters the Lions added 
twelve goals to the Magpies only two, a rather 
disappointing outcome from the effort involved. In 

the final term ‘super forward’ Cam Perkins got 
plenty of the ball, and the Magpies outscored the 
Lions by four points. In the scheme of things, a 
small positive in an otherwise ordinary day. 

West Brunswick  3.0-18 4.2-26 5.3-33 11.4-70 

Therry Penola OB 5.4-34 11.9-75 17.13-115 22.14-146 

Goal Kickers:C. Perkins 7, R. O''Kane 2, D. Ferrier, C. 

Weston 

Better Players:C. Perkins, J. Meade, L. Stringer, C. 

Weston, R. O''Kane, H. Mahoney 

 
Men’s Reserves 
Round 14 
The game against the Saints on their small ground 
was a highly anticipated clash between two 
aspirational teams playing for a finals position. 
Unfortunately, the Magpies brought their ‘B’ Team, 
whose shots on goal in the second quarter led to 
one goal, six behinds, three out on the full and two 
into the man on the mark from their 12 attempts. 
The game was played out on the Saints terms, 
which led to a very disappointing 45 point defeat. 
 

Round 15 
With nowhere to hide from the previous week’s 
disaster, the Magpies were up against the second 
placed Pirates at home. When they played down at 
Mt Eliza in May the Magpies were belted by over 
84 points, and many of the players wanted to atone 
for that defeat. 
The Pirates got out of the blocks early in the game 
but the Magpies kept the pressure on and found 
their rhythm late in the first term, and gained the 
lead by half time. The Magpies kicked away in the 
third term and fought off a spirited comeback by 
the Pirates to win by 4 points. 
 

Round 16 
The Magpies lost the 2017 grand final to the Two 
Blues and still feel the pain. Playing away from 
home, the Magpies were far too talented for their 
opponents, leading convincingly at half time 
kicking 5 goals and by restricting the Two Blues to 
only three points. The Magpies maintained the 
ascendency for the whole game and ran away 
winners by 63 points. This game placed them into 
the top four. 
 

Round 17 
The Magpies hosted the Lions, sitting on third 
position in a must win game to keep any hope of 
finals alive. The Lions came out with plenty of 
energy, and equaled the Magpies with tenacity 
around the ball. The Lions led by two goals at half 
time, but Coach Ben Sexton stressed at the break 
that the game was in the Magpies grasp should 
they maintain their current level of intensity. Not 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36870-514946-26388783
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36765-514946-26388770
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36765-514946-26388770
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36778-514946-26388774


only maintain, the Magpies lifted after half time to 
record a very solid ten point victory. 
 

Men’s thirds  
Rounds 13,14, 15 &16 
The Thirds competition includes a bye, and has a 
wide assortment of talent across the eight clubs 
competing in this division. In round 13 the Magpies 
were up against the bottom placed Canterbury 
Cobras who found a swag of players and beat the 
boys by 76 points. The following week, with quite a 
number of Magpie thirds playing in the reserves, 
the undermanned Magpies went down to the Two 
Blues by 82 points. Round 15 against the 
Unicorns, the Magpies ‘found a leg’ and got on top 
in a low scoring affair to win by 1 point. Round 16 
was the final game v Ormond which the Magpies 
won by 5 points. No chance for the finals with six 
wins for the season. 
 

Women’s Seniors 
Round 14 
Seniors Round 14 – v. SKOBS 
 

Round 14 was the final round of the Women’s 
home and away season. Notably, our senior 
Magpies had already done the hard yards to 
secure some finals action. But this did not stop 
them playing their hardest throughout the match.  
 
The first half was a close affair with only 10 points 
separating the sides at the main break. However, 
unfortunately SKOBS gained control of the match 
in the second half and took home the four points.  
 
Nonetheless, our Senior Magpies could finish the 
home and away season with their heads held 
high. Finishing in fourth place after being elevated 
to the highest league in the VAFA competition 
was a fantastic achievement.  
 
The Senior Magpies trained hard and played with 
finesse and vigour right throughout the season. It 
goes without saying that every single Magpie 
contributed a hundred and ten percent to the 
success of the 2019 season.  
 

SKOBS 1.0 - 6   2.2 - 14 4.2 - 26   5.2 - 32 

WBAFC 0.0 – 4 0.4.- 4  0.4 - 4    2.4 – 16   

Goal Kickers: M. Lindsay , D. Yeatman 
Better Players: M. Lindsay , A. Cheal, Y. Jones, 
M. Hubbard, B. Walsh, A. Cater.  
 

Reserves Round 14  
 
Our Reserve women stepped out on the field in 
round 14 with the minor premiership and a home 
final to play for. Whilst it was unlikely, it was still 
mathematically possible for Melbourne University 

to clinch the minor premier mantle if our Reserve 
Magpies didn’t seal a victory.  
 
The Magpies knew what they were playing for 
and didn’t take any prisoners, as despite some 
inaccuracy, they took a four-goal lead into the 
main break. Thereafter, they finished strongly to 
hold SKOBS to three majors compared to our 
seven.  
 
Once the final siren sounded our Reserve 
Magpies sang the club song that little bit louder 
knowing they were minor premiers. This was a 
testament to the strength of the Reserve squad 
with over seventy-five Magpies pulling on the 
black and white over the course of the home and 
away season. Well done Ressies! 
 

SKOBS 0.0 – 0  1.1 – 7  2.1 - 13  3.1 – 19   

WBAFC 2.5 – 17    3.7 - 25 5.9 - 39    7.12 – 54   

Goal Kickers: I. Gietzmann 5, A. Ladson, M. 
Asser 
Better Players: G. Zink, A. Cooney, B. Aumont, 
A. Ladson, I. Gietzmann, S. Kierce 
 
 

Forthcoming Social Functions 

Presentation Night 
Further details tba 

 

Noticed That… 

• Senior Coach Billy Morgan has 
announced his retirement at the end of the 
season. He is hanging up the clipboard 
and the boots as his body ‘can’t take no 
more’. See the next edition of the 
Birdsnest for a farewell write-up. 

• Candyman Jake Meade released a ‘barrel’ 
in the match v St Mary’s that went around 
80 metres and set up a great goal. 

• The change rooms for the visiting team at 
the game v Prahran Assumption were an 
absolute joke, two dog boxes without 
water or toilets. 

• Ocker enjoyed the lovely warm conditions 
in the dog boxes when doing massages 
for the listed individuals. 

• What an unlovely bunch of chaps fielded 
the side for Therry Penola last weekend. 

• Women’s Grand Finals and the weather. 
In 2018 the conditions for football were 
terrible, windy, cold and wet. And for 2019 
I think it was almost exactly the same. 
Who mentioned climate change? 

• We have had four players in the Men’s 
teams who have played games in the 
Seniors, reserves and thirds this season. 



 

Golden Magpies 

Thanks to the following who have become Golden 
Magpies for season 2019.  
 
Brendan Hiscox  Graham Briggs  Phil Leatham 
Bob Baker Les White  Kevin Buhagiar 
John Beaumont  Scott Dishon Darren Anderson  
Gary Armstrong Brian Fletcher  Charles Wakefield 
Lachie Sherry  Peter Webber  Dean Lampard  
Jeremy Tobin  Laine Stewart  Harry Johnstone  
Mal Clother Harry Tinney Stephen Grover 
Jane Grover Michael Pryor Robert Chilov 
Angus Hamilton Dom Widmer Luke Ferguson 
Cliff Bastow Bruce Ivey Heather Guatta 
Sari Baird Peter Guatta Anthony Gibson 
Rod Touzel Frank Gertdz Peter Lawrence 
Ocker Fyffe Arthur Ozols Alexe Hamilton 
Joe Raiti Grant Buckler Haldun Suleyman 
 Murray, Claire, 

Ann and Brian 
Davis 

Chris Hazistavrou 

 
The listing of the many Golden Magpies is also on 
our website. Apologies to those who made a 
membership contribution and who haven’t been 
acknowledged in previous Birdsnests. The 
processes have changed with technology but I 
haven’t. Maybe some update of my system is in 
order.  
 
The club has two ways to become a Golden 
Magpie, accepting payment via: 

• Pay ‘on line’ via the club website 
(https://wbafc.com.au/product-
category/memberships/) 

• Passing money over the Bar/Canteen at 
home games and filling out the registration 
form 

This year the membership fee is $60. Last season 
we had over 50 golden magpies, the contribution 
goes a long way in helping the football club 
provide first class services to our players and take 
some of the pressure off fees. 
 

Current sponsors   

 
 
  
 
 

 
Other major sponsors for 2019 include Blackhearts 
& Sparrows, Priceline, 3D Guard, new pub sponsor 
PA’s Rooftop and Bar, women’s sponsor Boost 

Juice Barkly Square and men’s sponsor, Hawkers 
Brewing:  
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The club is looking for sponsors in any form. If you 
would like to promote your business in the 
Birdsnest, website or around the club get in contact 
with Bridie Walsh (brighdin.r.walsh@gmail.com). 
We can get you promoted in many wonderful ways: 
posters, tickets, t-shirts, special dedications, small 
ads on banners of milestone games, inside the 
inner sanctum, etc. 
 

The 2019 fixture  
Men’s seniors and reserves 

Aug 24 v Old Paradians Away 

 
Vale Terry Allen. 

West Brunswick has lost one it’s most outstanding 
and talented Life Members recently. 
Terry Allen was an energetic on-baller, coupled 
with a tenacious attack on the ball. He played 210 
games for the club from 1962 to 1974. He won 
the Club Best & Fairest 4 times; he won the VAFA 
Competition Best & Fairest in 1969 & 1970. He 
was Captain of the Senior team in 1968, 1969 & 
1970.  
Terry was a member of the first club All Stars 
team. He played basketball for the West 
Brunswick Amateur Football Basketball Team in 
the Coburg Stadium A grade competition. 
May he rest in peace. 


