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Promotion & Relegation 
One of the core fundamentals of the VAFA is the 
promotion and relegation of the senior teams of 
their clubs at the end of each season. Most of the 
time the two clubs teams that play off for the 
premiership are promoted to the next higher grade, 
whilst the senior teams of the clubs that finished as 
the two lowest placed on the ladder are relegated 
to the grade below. 
 
This process has many benefits as clubs go 
through the roller coaster of seasonal highs and 
lows and need to find a level against which they 
are competitive. Nobody likes playing a sporting 
contest where the chances of winning are zero 
simply because they are not equally talented. The 
seasonal nature of the high rollers is not restricted 
to amateur football, with clubs at the AFL level 
enjoying phases of success followed by 
sometimes long phases of mediocrity. 
 
One of the great mysteries of Australian football is 
why the roller coaster exists, what triggers the rise 
and equally what triggers the slide. The simple 
measure of success is winning games, and being 
in a graded competition. At the AFL level, the 
‘brains trust’ introduced salary caps, draft choices 
and other strategies to ensure all clubs were 
graded ‘equally’. There are many who argue they 
have done a terrific job (AFL management) and 
probably many who think otherwise (everybody 
else). 
 
Focusing on the VAFA level, clubs are comprised 
of many components, differing histories, cultures, 
management structures, recruiting channels. This 
underpins the operations of the clubs, the 
appointment of committee people, coaching staff 
and ultimately the success or failure of the season. 
At this moment the men’s teams will be relegated 
at seasons end to Division D2. The Women’s 
teams are riding the waves of success and are 
looking at finals.  
 
There are many factors that underpin the club’s 
decline, but rather than oversimplify the causes, it 
is always helpful to see what has happened to 

other clubs. In our current grade, Old Paradians 
came up this season with UHS-VU, and they will 
be going back down at seasons end. Have a look 
at North Brunswick and Parkside. These two clubs 
played off for the D4 premiership last season, and 
in D3 they have both failed to fire, with their seniors 
and reserves both lying at the bottom of their 
ladder. 
 
Seasons should not be measured in isolation, but 
rather clubs need to ensure the ancillary aspects 
of the club are sound, ensuring the club will survive 
the inevitable roller coaster that the sport dishes 
up. 

 
Results: 
Men’s Seniors  
Round 12  
This was a home game against the Bullants, a 
team we had beaten in our last three encounters. 
This aspect annoyed the Bullants, as our only 
victory this season was against them in Round 2, 
a long time ago, with both clubs having a different 
playing list from who is playing at the moment. 
 
There was a swirling wind not really favoring either 
end of the ground, but the Bullants had a revised 
game plan that the Magpies found difficult to 
harness. The Bullants were sharper around the 
packs, making space at the ends of their handball 
sequences, and allowing them multiple entries into 
the forward line. The Magpies had no springboard 
of counter attack and couldn’t generate the 
pressure over the quarter. 
 
After a fairly solid first quarter the Bullants 
continued on with their running game, generally 
finishing with a shot on goal. In spite of working 
harder the Magpies were no match, trailing by 44 
points at the long break. The Bullants continued on 
their merry way and played the game out, adding 
four goals for the third and final quarters, winning 
by 79 points. 

West Brunswick AFC 0.3-3 1.3-9 3.8-26 3.9-27 

Preston Bullants 5.2-32 8.5-53 12.8-80 16.10-106 

 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36765-514946-26388770
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-83124-514946-26388744


Goal Kickers:  J. Beer, B. Irving, B. Farrow 

Better Players. Beer, L. Stringer, D. Ferrier, J. Meade, 

D. Fuzzard, A. Mackenzie 

 

Round 13 
A home game against the Vultures included the 
second week of the return to the side of Billy 
Morgan from his ‘cracked’ forearm. The Coach 
provides great leadership and a strong marking 
target for the Magpies up forward, a feature sadly 
lacking from the team during the middle stages. 
 
The Magpies were buoyed by the stirring win by 
the Ressies, and got out of the blocks full of 
running, causing pressure on the Vultures at every 
stage. There was a strong breeze heading to the 
clubrooms end, and the Magpies used the ball 
well, finishing the first term with five majors on the 
board. The Magpies harassed the Vultures in the 
second term, restricting their space and limiting 
them to only three goals. 
 
When the bottom side is leading the top side at half 
time players get ‘itchy’. The Vultures increased the 
game tempo in the third term and outscored the 
Magpies who were kicking with the breeze. Whilst 
the Magpies were working hard, they were 
outclassed by some slick finishing and could not 
stem the tide. The Vultures ran over the top of the 
Magpies to win by 56 points 

West Brunswick AFC 5.3-33 5.6-36 7.14-56 7.16-58 

UHS-VU AFC 1.2-8 4.5-29 9.8-62 16.18-114 

Goal Kickers: M. Handscombe 2, C. Perkins, L. 

Buckler, J. Beer, S. Pritchard, B. Watson 

Better Players: L. Buckler, C. Perkins, L. Stringer, S. 

Fleming, C. Weston, J. Beer 

 

Men’s Reserves 
Round 12 
The team has had mixed fortunes as the season 
has progressed, with some games they cannot find 
their ‘mojo’ whilst others seem to flow naturally. 
The team had beaten the Bullants in Round 2 
rather easily, and wanted to recapture their 
winning form again against them this time around.  
That winning mindset resulted in a greater 
commitment from the players, all of whom worked 
much harder together than they had prior to the 
break. The Magpies were solid for the whole game, 
running out winners over the Bullants by 18 points 
 

Round 13 
It seems like only a few weeks ago but against the 
Vultures in Round 10 the Magpies were rather 
ordinary and lacked passion, being soundly 
beaten. The players wanted to atone for that match 
and got off to a flying start, kicking six goals to nil 

in the opening term. The Vultures are higher on the 
ladder but didn’t have the answers for the Magpies. 
The Magpies had some player concerns, with their 
bench ‘disassembled’ losing Bas & Brian, to injury 
and Sam Pritch to ‘higher duties’. 
 
Regardless, the team found a way to keep the 
Vultures honest and held a handy lead at three 
quarter time. The Vultures threw all they had at the 
Magpies come the final term, but the boys would 
not be denied, the Magpies running out winners by 
7 points.  
Victories over the past two weeks have given the 
Magpies a ‘sniff’ at finals, and a win against the 
Saints this weekend will put them into the top four. 
 

Men’s thirds  
Round 12 
Our Thirds team were soundly beaten by 150 
points against the St John’s outfit. This opposition 
team is the only playing group from the club, as 
they struggled for numbers to fill a regular seniors 
and reserves line up at the start of the season. How 
the VAFA brains trust thinks they belong in 
Clubbies division three defies logic, but the game 
was not a contest between ‘equals’. 
 

Women’s Seniors 
Round 12 
Round 12 was a tough day at the office for our 
Senior Magpies as they faced off against Old 
Trinity on rival turf. Old Trinity set the pace of the 
game from the first quarter and managed to hold 
our Magpies to a very unusual solitary goal for the 
game. Nonetheless, our Magpies fought bravely 
until the end. As is often said in footy ‘you can’t win 
them all,’ and whilst our Magpies may not have 
gotten the four points on this occasion, they still 
made WBAFC proud and played with style. 
 
Old Trinity  1.4 – 10 4.6 - 30 4.6 – 30  7.9 - 51 
WBAFC  0.0 – 0   1.0 – 6   1. 0 – 6  1.0 – 6 
 
Goal Kicker: M. Hubbard 
Better Players: Y. Jones, L. Packham, A. Cater, 
L. Harris, G. Macpherson, D. Yeatman 
 

Round 13 
In round 13 the Magpies welcomed Marcellin onto 
the coveted McAlister Oval for the final home game 
of the 2019 season. The Magpies had the strong 
wind in the first quarter and made a slower start, 
with a single goal and point being registered before 
the first break. Marcellin took control of the second 
quarter posting a match high score of three goals 
and five points before the main break. 
 
Our Magpies owned the third quarter as they 
pushed back against Marcellin’s second quarter 
strength and took a four-point lead into the final 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36765-514946-26388770
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36820-514946-4364053


term. Marcellin, unfortunately, managed to sneak 
home the win as they kicked two majors and two 
points in the final term. Nonetheless, our senior 
Magpies still finished third on the ladder this round 
– which is no mean feat in the premier division.  
Well-done Magpies! 

 
WBAFC 1.1 – 7 2.1 - 13 4.3 – 27   4.3 – 27 
Marcellin 0.0 – 0 3.5 - 23 3.5 - 23   4.7 - 31 
 
Goal Kickers: E. Lippmann 2, B. Walsh, G. 
Macpherson 
Better Players: A. McKenna, A. Cheal, M. 
Lindsay , E. Lippmann, L. Packham, M. Fry 

 
 
Women’s Reserves 
Round 12 
Our Reserve Women travelled out to Old Trinity in 
Round 12 and arrived at the ground before the 
caretaker had a chance to unlock the gates or 
clubrooms. However, as the saying goes ‘the early 
bird gets the worm’ and that’s what our Magpies 
did but not before Old Trinity put up a fight in what 
was a close game. 
 
The first quarter was a close affair with both sides 
recording two goals and a point before the first 
break. The second quarter belonged to the 
Magpies whereas the third quarter was Old 
Trinity’s. Tensions on the field began to rise in the 
final quarter after Old Trinity kicked two goals to 
take the lead. However, our ever reliable and 
accurate Helen Laurence managed to kick an 
absolute pearler of a goal shortly after to put the 
Magpies back in front. 
 
However, the Magpies on the field were not a 
hundred percent sure if they were in front or not 
after Helen’s goal given that the ground did not 
have a scoreboard and coach Silver strategically 
declined to tell the Magpies the score at 3/4 time. 
Thus, a nervous final few minutes ensued as the 
Magpies swarmed in numbers to hold up the ball 
and wind down to the clock before being saved by 
the final bell. 
 
A special thank you goes out to our senior Magpies 
and our supporters for ringing the old school bell in 
lieu of a siren. 
 
Old Trinity 2.1 - 13 2.3 – 15 3.2 - 21  5.3 - 33 
WBAFC 2.1 - 13 3.4 - 22 4.6 – 30     5.7 – 37 
 
Goal Kickers: S. Castricum, I. Gietzmann, K. 
Krithararis, H. Lawrence 
Better Players: A. Sherman, B. Aumont, I. 
Gietzmann, S. Castricum, H. Lawrence, M. Asser 
 

Round 13 
Our Reserve Women faced off against Marcellin in 
round 13 in their final home game for the 2019 
season. Our Magpies were hot from the first 
bounce and took a modest lead into the first break 
before falling behind before half time. However, 
after some time to settle and regroup, undoubtedly 
over a few sneaky bags of Natural Confectionary 
Snakes, they came back out from the half time 
break fired up and ready to take control of the 
match. 
 
Over the next hour or so our Magpies slotted six 
goals to Marcellin’s two and ended up snatching 
the four points and bragging rights. It was 
refreshing for our Magpies to have a strong win 
after a few challenging weeks. The win saw our 
Magpies retain top spot heading into the final week 
of the 2019 home and away season. Good luck 
Magpies! 

 
WBAFC  2.1 - 13 2.3 - 15 5.7 - 37   8.8 – 56 
Marcellin  1.0 – 6 3.0 - 18 3.0 – 18    4.0 – 24 
Goal Kickers: TBC 
Better Players: TBC 

 

 
Women’s Thirds 
Our Women’s thirds held an interclub scratch 
match in round 12 due to our opponent having to 
unfortunately forfeit the planned match. Thus the 
notorious Orange Bibs versed the Playing Stripes 
in what was an eventful and impressive match. The 
teams played with heart and strength against each 
other with the Playing Stripes eventually snatching 
victory from the Orange Bibs. 
 
This game was officiated by club legend Hamma, 
who has been a constant supporter of the 
Women’s thirds competition this year. He has 
umpired fairly whilst simultaneously offering 
encouragement and support to all sides during the 
matches. So a special thank you to Hamma – our 
Women’s Thirds are grateful for your invaluable 
contribution. 
 

Round 13 
Our Women’s thirds headed out to St Mary’s 
Salesians for their final game of the 2019 season. 
They started off the game with a bang and kept 
going until the final siren as they ran away to an 
eventual eight point win. 
 
Our Women’s thirds have been a force to be 
reckoned with throughout the 2019 season. They 
have consistently played with skill but most 
importantly with a lot of heart and many a smile. 
They have taken every part of their season in their 
stride and have made everyone at WBAFC 
extremely proud. So to our Women’s thirds – we 



salute you and your impressive season. May your 
2020 season be even brighter. 
 
A special thank you goes out to the Committee for 
making the Women’s thirds competition possible, 
to Freya Logan for her coaching and to every 
single Westie who has volunteered to assist the 
thirds both on and off the field. 
 
 

Forthcoming Social Functions 
 

Trivia Night 
Saturday 27 July, 7pm 

At PA’s Rooftop 
Get along to the most mind 

challenging event since the last 
election. 

 
Hosted by Josh Melican 

 

 

Noticed That… 

• Dujon Fuzzard played a senior game in 
Round 12, 1399 days elapsing between 
this game and his last senior game. 

• Big ‘Bob’ MacKenzie had an even longer 
break between senior appearances, 
quoting his gap at 1547 days. 

• The WEST 2000 was not blessed by the 
weather gods, but it didn’t stop the 
attendees from having a hip hollering good 
time. 

• WEST 2000 was ‘packaged beer’ only, 
due to sponsor product offerings. 

• Sad news. Life member, senior club 
captain (1968-70) and two times VAFA 
champion Terry Allen passed away 
following illness.  

 

Golden Magpies 

Thanks to the following who have become Golden 
Magpies for season 2019.  
 
Brendan Hiscox  Graham Briggs  Phil Leatham 
Bob Baker Les White  Kevin Buhagiar 
John Beaumont  Scott Dishon Darren Anderson  
Brian Davis  Brian Fletcher  Charles Wakefield 
Lachie Sherry  Peter Webber  Dean Lampard  
Jeremy Tobin  Laine Stewart  Harry Johnstone  
Mal Clother Harry Tinney Stephen Grover 
Jane Grover Michael Pryor Robert Chilov 
Angus Hamilton Dom Widmer  
 

The listing of the many Golden Magpies is also on 
our website. Apologies to those who made a 
membership contribution and who haven’t been 
acknowledged in previous Birdsnests. The 
processes have changed with technology but I 
haven’t. Maybe some update of my system is in 
order.  
 
The club has two ways to become a Golden 
Magpie, accepting payment via: 

• Pay ‘on line’ via the club website 
(https://wbafc.com.au/product-
category/memberships/) 

• Passing money over the Bar/Canteen at 
home games and filling out the registration 
form 

 
This year the membership fee is $60. Last season 
we had over 50 golden magpies, the contribution 
goes a long way in helping the football club 
provide first class services to our players and take 
some of the pressure off fees. 
 

Current sponsors   

 
 
  
 
 

 
Other major sponsors for 2019 include Blackhearts 
& Sparrows, Priceline, 3D Guard, new pub sponsor 
PA’s Rooftop and Bar, women’s sponsor, Boost 
Juice Barkly Square and men’s sponsor, Hawkers 
Brewing:  
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



The club is looking for sponsors in any form. If you 
would like to promote your business in the 
Birdsnest, website or around the club get in contact 
with Bridie Walsh (brighdin.r.walsh@gmail.com). 
We can get you promoted in many wonderful ways: 
posters, tickets, t-shirts, special dedications, small 
ads on banners of milestone games, inside the 
inner sanctum, etc. 
 

The 2019 fixture  
 
The full season’s fixture is available on the club 
website and can be accessed any time. 

Men’s seniors and reserves 

July 27 v 
St Marys 
Salesian 

Away 

Aug 3 v Peninsula Home 

Aug 10 v 
Prahran 
Assumption 

Away 

Aug 17 v Therry Penola Home 

Aug 24 v Old Paradians Away 

 
Women’s seniors and reserves 
Final home and away game for season 2019. 
The game is v St Kevins, currently second on the 
ladder. The Senior and reserve teams have 
secured a position in the top four, however the 
Seniors can finish in second position with a win, 
whilst the Reserves will commence their finals 
campaign in the Second Semi Final. 
 

 
Milestones from Rounds 12, 13 and 14: 
(Shamelessly copied from email, but meets many requirements, 
hardly requiring a change) 

150 games - Joel Beer 

The banner for Beery’s 100th game said “Beer by 
name, champagne by nature”. 50 games later, 
nothing has changed. His trademark dash and 
carry is a staple at Ransford Oval on a Saturday, 
sending the crowd wild as he weaves through 
heavy traffic with the Sherrin under his arm and a 
helmet on his head. If you want to get the footy to 
the other end of the ground quick, Beery is your 
man. But Joel offers much more than just speed on 
the field; his efforts off the park are equally 
impressive. Running the bar and canteen for the 
last few years with 2dads, Beery has lived up to his 
name. His tireless efforts in the pavilion at events 
and on Saturdays are something to behold. 
Thanks for everything Beery, and congratulations 
on a fantastic 150! 

 

50 games - Henry Mahoney 

Is he: A) Tough? B) Hard-nosed. C)Hungry for the 
footy. The correct answer is D), all of the above. H 
loves hunting the ball. Ever since he arrived at the 
club in 2016 from Russels Creek, out 
Warrnambool way ('God's Country', as the locals 
call it), he has given everything out on the field. 
Starting in the threes, H worked his way up through 
the twos to now have a solid spot in the seniors. 
This is not to mention his commitment to serving 
us beers at The Castle, our former sponsor pub. 
Congrats H, and cheers for the frothies! 

50 games - Jacob 'Turtle' Hyslop 
 
Missing a bit of vibe in your life? Well you need to 
see Turtle right away. This guy oozes vibe. No 
training session is complete without Turtle's 
enthusiasm and good footy energies. Come game 
day, nothing changes. His ability to run and break 
lines anywhere on the ground makes him a 
dangerous player, whether it be in the reserves or 
seniors. Turtle also puts in plenty off the field, as 
a key member of any peanut gallery, and has also 
been on the footy ops team for the past two 
seasons. Don't waste your time asking where he 
got the name Turtle from, but he'll happily regale 
you with a great tale about his signature orange 
backpack. Congratulations Turtle! 

 


