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Happy sixtieth birthday 

On Saturday May 19 West Brunswick celebrated 

its sixtieth year as a football club with a gala dinner 

at the San Remo Ballroom. Over 250 guests were 

there to rub shoulders together and talk over some 

of the great things that have been part of the club’s 

sixty years history. 

 

Lachie Sherry was the MC and there were quite a 

few people who got up to talk about the club and its 

operation. President Ben Sexton commenced 

proceedings focusing on the dramatic growth over 

the past five seasons, followed by VP Bridie Walsh 

talking about the Women’s engagement with the 

club. Then it was Ocker’s turn to talk about the 

1982 season (when the club was in C Section), 

featuring some of the players, opposition clubs, 

club facilities and other obscure things that were 

somewhat different to how the club functions in 

2018. 

 

The Club honored Jeremy Tobin and Angus 

Hamilton by inducting them as ‘Legends of the 

West’. Both gentlemen joined the club in 1994 and 

have contributed significantly to the club since that 

time. Jeremy was president and secretary for a 

number of years and has been a reserve umpire 

since 2008. Angus has coached the club over two 

stints and was awarded VAFA coach of the Year in 

2015. His work in addressing the club culture on 

equality has been one of the many things he has 

contributed to the club. A fuller listing of their 

achievements is on the club website. 

 

The club also awarded life membership to four 

people. Awardees were Chris ‘Quiddy’ Germon, 

Billy (Morgan) Irving, John Haysey and Anthony 

‘Gibbo’ Gibson. All were given extensive 

acknowledgement of their work at the club and they 

join the fifty-four others as life members. 

Congratulations to all award recipients and also to 

the organizing committee in putting together an 

excellent event. 

 

Results: Seniors: 

Round 7 
The match against the Bears was one of the better 

performances by the Magpies for the first quarter where 

they were kicking ‘up the hill’ at Victoria Park, Kew’s 

home ground. The ground is almost circular rather than 

oval, with little distance from the centre circle to the 

goal square. As usual the little rain we had during the 

week had turned the cricket pitch area into a quagmire, 

making the centre clearances more difficult. Other than 

that, the playing surface was rather good and with little 

breeze, the football skills were well executed. 

 

In the second term the Magpies were showing great 

composure when going forward and dominated much of 

the play. Some remarkable goals were kicked by Tom 

Stokes, and Bas Simpson chimed in with a long bomb. 

The Magpies managed to kick five goals to two and set 

up a handy lead of 29 points. 

 

In the third term the game continued in the same manner 

as the first half as the Magpies continued to apply 

pressure around the ball. It was a battle of the backlines 

with only one goal to two kicked for the term. The final 

quarter was disappointing as the Bears were able to 

come back into the game, in spite of kicking to the non-

scoring end, and managed three goals to reduce the final 

margin to eight points.  

Kew AFC  1.0-6 3.3-21 5.5-35 8.7-55 

West Brunswick AFC 2.4-16 7.8-50 8.8-56 9.9-63 

Goal Kickers: T. Stokes 3, D. Dos Santos 2, B. 

Simpson, B. Irving, S. Butler, C. Germon 

Better Players: B. Simpson, C. Mitchell, C. Cashin, M. 

Howie, W. Dillon, L. Kell 

 

Round 8 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36903-477899-26141871
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36765-477899-21830069


Weather wise, Saturday was a magnificent day for 

football; on the field however it was a different matter. 

The Magpies v Brunswick NOBSPC would not feature 

on the club’s highlight reel for season 2018 with the first 

quarter particularly lacking in skill and verve. The 

second term dominated by the Magpies didn’t translate 

to scoreboard pleasure, and in a lack lustre match the 

scores were level at the main break.  

 

In the third term the breeze picked up a little, favouring 

the Clubrooms end, the direction to which Brunswick 

were aiming. They managed to get a ten point lead for 

the term, but the Magpies knew they needed to do more 

in the final term to make it their game. Whilst somewhat 

wasteful, the Magpies dominated the quarter, kicking 

seven goals to one to run out winners by 33 points. 

West Brunswick AFC 2.2-14 4.12-36 6.16-52 13.23-101 

Brunswick NOBSPC 5.5-35 5.6-36 9.8-62 10.8-68 

Goal Kickers: B. Irving 4, S. Butler 2, P. Carroll 2, T. 

Stokes, B. Simpson, T. Emmett, C. Germon, J. Beer 

Better Players: T. Stokes, B. Simpson, C. Mitchell, M. 

Howie, C. Cashin 

 

The victory leaves the Magpies with a five /three win 

loss ratio, and they face Therry Penola next week to 

round out the first half of the season. 

 

Reserves 
The Round 7 match v the Bears was always going to be 

a hard-fought contest. The Bears hadn’t won many 

games for the season, but they had many close finishes 

and were threatening to crack a win at some stage. It 

was a very low scoring encounter, and at half time the 

Magpies trailed by one goal. At three quarter time it was 

a two-point lead to the Magpies, but the Bears were 

finding ways to score in the final term and the lead 

changed a number of times. In the final wash up the 

Magpies got home by two points. 

 

Round 8 v Brunswick NOBSPC was a milestone match 

for ‘Happy’ Benjamin and a chance for the team to 

practice a few maneuvers in both defence and attack. 

Brunswick were simply not good enough for the 

Magpies and trailed all game. There were some very 

good passages of football, and unfortunately plenty that 

were not memorable. Overall winners by 75 points puts 

the Magpies with a 6/2 win loss ratio in the top four. 

 

Thirds – Section 4 
As mentioned in the last Birdsnest, the Thirds 

competition is not a graded measure of equal teams 

performing on the park, but a rather lob sided grade with 

players from other clubs choosing to play football at this 

standard rather than at the level their ability should put 

them. Round 7 saw the boys take their first victory for 

the season, beating Kew by 8 points. Round 8 against 

MHSOB Green (there are two teams from this club in 

this grade) was no fun, the boys only being able to 

muster five goals and going down by 112 points. 

 

Thirds – Section 5 
There has been no silver lining for the boys playing in 

this team, as they remain winless after eight rounds. In 

Round 7 the team was up against Monash Gryphons, 

who dominated the game from the outset, and ran out 

victors by 124 points. 

 

The Round 8 clash was against Chadstone, and whilst it 

was a more even game, the Magpies didn’t have enough 

‘firepower’ and lost by 44 points. On a positive note, the 

players remain in good spirits and continue to play for 

each other and are well supported by coach Paddy Reed. 

 

Womens  
Senior Womens 

Results: Round 6 
Coming out of a narrow win in round 5 against 2017 

premiers St Mary’s Salesions, the Senior women 

entered the ground guns (arms) ablazing. A ramp up 

from Cap’n Kenny emphasizing that Renegades had 

been touted as the “premier favourites” at the start of the 

year (recently being relegated to Premier B from 

Premier A) and the West Women need hear no more, 

they were rearing and ready to go. Brunswick 

Renegades have a larger than life reputation; so the 

West Brunswick women could see that this was going 

to be a physical game ahead.  But they didn’t care.  They 

were ready.   

 

From the very start the girls had strength in numbers at 

the ball and what they lacked in size they made up for 

in might.  The aggressive stance of the Renegades girls 

was nothing to the wily Westie women, who out-paced 

them in speed and agility – kicking goals from all angles 

and leaving the puffing-billy Renegades far behind 

them.  Donna Yeatman had an absolute cracker of a 

game and insodoing, made everyone look good, taking 

marks from unlikely angles and despite shanks from a 

number of mid-fielders, she took them cleanly in the 

hands, both in and around the pack.  Yeatman, 

dominated from every position and left a pile of 

Renegades flopped helplessly in her wake.   

 

As they drove into the final quarter, the Renegades 

knew they had to put at least a goal on the board, to 

protect what little integrity they still had in Melbourne’s 

inner city north, and narrowly slotted one through the 

sticks, to overtures of excited applause from the purple 

and green supporters.  However, that symphonic 

passion was short-lived and 5-Yoal Yeatman proved 

once again why she is best in the business, slotting 

another one through the sticks to further seal the already 

sealed game and taking the West Brunswick Women to 

head of the leader-board, this time by two games.     

 

Amy Clarke, in her debut senior game had a fantastic 

on-field presence.  Her forward pressure, along with 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36765-477899-21830069
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36900-477899-26141857


Maggie Forbes, assisted in the attacking dominance 

around the ground.  The Heck-raiser from Germany, 

Denise, and the legendary Annie Mack also gave great 

cover across the ground – being in and out of every pack 

and smashing down players twice their size.  Depth like 

this team is hard to come by, and with so much talent, 

they are sure to continue to dominate across the board.   

 

The only downside to an absolute blinder of a game by 

all was the narrow misses at goal.  However, hopefully 

the girls can work on their kicking – with 19 points on 

the deck they will need to have a few more through the 

stick sessions with Richard Benjamin if they want to 

contend for the final spot in the Big Dance.   
 

West Brunswick 1.7.13 4.12.36 7.15.57 10.19.79 

Brunswick 

Renegades 

0.1.1 0.1.1 0.1.1 1.1.7 

 

Better Players: D. Yeatman, M.Forbes, M.Lindsey, 

G.Hogan, S.Kenny, L.Jago.   

 

Round 7 

Round 7 had the girls up against Old Camberwell and 

in the words of the to-be best on ground E.Irving, 

“anything with Old in front of it is S*^t.”  So the girls 

were ready for a fight and determined to show that we 

didn’t need deep pockets to play a rich and exciting 

game.   With no context of their style or play – as Old 

Camberwell, contrary to the week before’s team had 

been promoted to the higher division – the girls had little 

idea of what befell them.  But they knew that they must 

take every opportunity to develop.   

 

The first quarter, the girls came out strong.  However, 

whilst the scoreboard suggested a high level of 

dominance, it wasn’t until the third quarter that they 

really found their stride. The determination was there, 

but unfortunately the OC approach of excess in numbers 

to the ball, drew in the West Women like moths to 

flame, and the game condensed and began to lock down 

as a result. Which saw the score stagnate somewhat.  

 

Finally, in the third quarter they broke through the 

shackles and began to play good West Brunswick 

Women footy.  Spreading the ball wide, using the speed 

of Emma Irving on the wing, and the strength in 

marking of Jago in the forward, the game began to look 

like our brand of footy.  Annie Mack took legendary 

marks across the field and Jess Malouf was everywhere.  

From tackles in the centre, to high forward presses, she 

blazed around the ground, burning opposition players 

who dared get too close.  It is true what they say 

“Malouf, Malouf, Malouf is on fire.”   

 

A few positional changes in the final term, with 

Mustang Mel being moved to the forward line, and the 

girls gave a fun and exciting final quarter.  Despite 

conceding 2 goals, they worked hard in fairly unfamiliar 

positions and showed that not only are we a team with 

an amazing amount of depth, we also have the 

versatility to play 4 quarters of our brand of footy. By 

the end the West Brunswick girls came through with the 

goods, kicking 3 in the final term and well and truly 

sealing their number 1 position on the leaderboard.  

 

Next up is a twilight game against Collegians at Harry 

Trott Oval, St Kilda.  See you there.    

 

NB Thanks to Steffi Granda who subbed in as voice-

over for D.Yeatman who was unfortunately had 

laryngitis and was unable to speak during the game.  

There are no words to describe the efforts Steffi will go 

to for this team.  

 
West Brunswick 2.5.17 3.6.24 6.9.45 9.10.64 

Old Camberwell 0.1.1 1.2.8 1.2.8 3.4.22 

 

Better Players: E.Irving, M.Lindsey, J.Malouf, 

B.Walsh, S.Kenny, A.Mack 

 

Reserve Womens 
Round 6 saw the West Brunswick reserves come out in 

full force, leaving Brunswick Renegades with very little 

to be proud of.  With “Snags” Mulligan kicking 4 goals 

and brilliant marking from Shuey “on ya boot” the 

Reserved played 4 quarters of dynamite quality football.  

Kicking 8.11.59 to the Renegades 0.1.1, the West 

Brunswick girls are truly hard to beat when they come 

out to play.  

 

Round 7 had the girls up against Old Camberwell and 

the long-awaited return of Polly “content” Fletcher was 

afoot.   From the ball up the girls hit them hard and fast 

around the contest.  Claudia Worrtmann and Indie 

McKenzie in the centre had great aggression at the ball, 

while Snags Mulligan up the front and Laura Harris, the 

zealous New Zealander, tore up the field. The final score 

was 123-0 with Old Camberwell unable to even 

consider a flick through the sticks.    

 

Between Gemma Gray kicking 6 goals and Snags 

Mulligan kicking 4, as well as other multiple goal 

kickers, the 120 point win was inevitable.  Gemma 

brought her big boot out to play and showed why she is 

a consummate professional when she sees the sticks. 

Mulligan is currently sitting 2nd in the goal kicking 

board and Gemma Gray 4th in the division.  However, 

with Gemma Gray about to embark on a mid-winter 

tour-de-Canada, she may lose her coveted spot 

(although no doubt with kicking like hers, she’ll need 

only play one game to bring her back to the front).  The 

depth in play across this team is commendable and 

makes them a delight to watch.   

 

At even at 120 points ahead, the girls take every tackle 

as critical and celebrate every point and every goal.  We 

look forward to seeing how they take on Collegians next 

week.   

 

Thirds Women 



In what has been an undeniably amazing part of 2018 

West Brunswick has facilitated a thirds team.  With 

Coach Polly Fletcher at the helm, the thirds team have 

been so far undefeated and look to continue that way.   

 

Fantastic games from Shanice Nagy and Geneveieve 

Walsh saw the thirds dominate on every end of the 

ground.  They were firey and hard and the renegades 

couldn’t get a single point on the board.  The marking 

from all players and amazing kicking was a pleasure to 

watch.   They moved the ball around the ground with 

ease and gave every tackle and every shepherd their 

best.  They are professionals and the degree in skill here 

shows what an amazing amount of depth can be seen 

right across the West Brunswick Women’s squads.  

Long live the 3s!  

 

Forthcoming Social Functions; 

WBAFC Annual Ball 

23 June 2018 7:30 till 2:00am 

524 Flinders, Flinders St, Melbourne 

 

Past Players Day 

30 June 2018 

Ryder Pavillion 

Commencing at 12:00 Noon 

 

West 2000 
Sunday 22 July 

 

Noticed That… 

• Sheena had plenty of club merchandise for sale 

at the dinner, with the club pin taking the most 

popular item. 

• Lachie as MC said it was much easier ‘herding 

cats’ than getting people back to their tables 

after a break in the awards. 

• The Women’s representation at the Ball was 

significant, and they seemed to party harder 

than the men’s players. 

• Kew had a new pavilion built since we last 

played at Victoria Park. The room allocated to 

West was so small you couldn’t swing a cat in 

there, so massage was supplied ‘el fresco’. 

• Kew had an electronic scoreboard, a trend most 

visible as we have joined this higher grade. 

• Kew had The Drain Man as a sponsor. His 

services were desperately needed in the rooms 

following one of the toilets ‘backing up’. 

• As a result of the Old Camberwell women 

were celebrating their annual ball on 

Saturday night after the game, as they walked 

off the field the West Brunswick girls could not 

tell if they were caked in mud from the slightly 

damp conditions, or covered in the fake tan 

from tackling the Old Camberwell girls a little 

too hard 

 

Golden Magpies 

Thanks to the following who have become golden 

magpies for season 2018. 

Tom Russell 

Thea Campbell 

Gary Armstrong 

This year the membership fee is still only$50. Last 

season we had over 50 golden magpies, the contribution 

goes a long way in helping the football club provide first 

class services to our players and take some of the 

pressure off fees. 

 

Club Bank Account - Bendigo Bank 

West Brunswick Amateur Football Club 

BSB: 633-000 

Acc No: 136422383 

 

We now have many, many payments being made to the 

club bank account via direct transfer, so it is vital that a 

description is put on the deposit slip to identify the 

payment purpose and the payee. Payments by the 

players for fees, jumpers, merchandise, legends dinner; 

often in installments makes reconciliation difficult. 

So when you make your GM donation, please make it 

‘traceable’.!! 

 

The 2018 fixture:  
The full season’s fixture is available on the club website 

and can be accessed any time. 

 

Rich Benjamin plays 200 club games 

Congratulations to Richard Benjamin on playing his 

200th game for West Brunswick on Saturday. Rich aka 

Happy aka Chairman, is a great West Brunswick person, 

and played in the 2002 and 2014 senior premierships, 

and the 2015 reserves premiership. Over the past 16 

years he has served on the committee (he is currently 

our Council Liaison, negotiating the use of three ovals 

for us to train on) and has been a skills coach for the 

women for the past 18 months. 

Richard played 49 games with Uni Blues prior to his 

games at West, so next week is his 250th VAFA game. 

June 2 v Therry 

Penola 

Away 

June 10 Queens B’Day NIL 

June 16 v Preston 

Bullants 

Home 

June 23 v Oakleigh Away 

June  30 v Ormond Home 


