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Competition changes 

The VAFA has continued to grow and expand the 

competition over the past few seasons and has 

broadened the base in the Divisions. The whole 

addition of Women’s football entering the 

mainstream has created five more grades but in the 

men’s area there has also been lots of change. The 

VAFA scrapped the Club XVIII competition and 

replaced it with ‘Thirds’, having Divisions 1 to 5. 

West compete in Thirds Division 4, and Division 5 

 

The West Brunswick growth model of moving 

from two teams to three, then five and now six has 

not been replicated by all clubs against whom we 

compete. What’s happened is the emergence of 

‘renegade’ teams playing under the broad umbrella 

of an established club but with players more skilled 

than the grade and making the distance between the 

top and bottom teams far starker. 

 

We have known over the past few seasons that 

there were teams playing in the Club XVIII 

competition that included players with great skill 

who simply preferred to play at a lower level so 

they could dominate under less pressure than would 

normally be the case. On Saturday our Thirds 

played against a side that was more like an Under 

20’s group than the actual third group of 22 players 

after the Seniors and Reserves had been selected. 

 

In other words the competition has allowed these 

renegade teams to be stand alone, meaning they are 

not genuine third level players, but rather glory 

hunters looking to win a flag at a level of 

competition well below their ability. 

 

So when looking at the results in the lower level, 

remember we are not comparing like for like, or as 

some would say, we are comparing apples with 

watermelons.  
 

Results: Seniors: 

Round 4 
The last couple of rounds have been the worst results for 

the senior team in almost ten years, having suffered two 

heavy defeats on our home turf. The team was feeling 

reasonably competitive following the round three loss 

to the Monders by 22 points, one of the top teams of 

2017 in the Division.  

 

There was a slight breeze favoring the Park Street end 

of the ground which the Magpies attacked in the first 

term. The first half of football against the Krushers was 

mistake ridden with both teams making many skill 

errors. The Krushers were dominating clearances 

around the ground with the Magpies unable to stop their 

runners getting clear, and equally the Magpies were 

unable to capitalize on their good work whenever they 

got clear of their opponents. 

 

In the third term the game continued in the same manner 

as the first half as the Magpies tried to lift their intensity 

but were matched by the Krushers. In the final term the 

Magpies were unable to convert a couple of set shots 

and lost full back Cashin to a heavy knock. The 

Krushers full forward was too slippery for the replaced 

back man and he managed to kick three goals in the final 

quarter. The Krushers sensed the change in momentum 

from the Magpies and kicked eight goals in the final 

term to run out winners by 47 points. 

West Brunswick AFC  3.1-19 4.4-28 6.5-41 8.9-57 

Oakleigh  2.2-14 5.8-38 7.11-53 15.14-104 

Goal Kickers :D. Ferrier 2, T. Berenyi, T. Stokes, B. 

Irving, J. Simpson, P. Carroll, A. Jones 

Better Players: J. Simpson, E. Lloyd, M. Howie, P. 

Colman, C. Cashin, S. Borovac 

 

Round 5 
The Magpies knew the Rovers were dominating the 

competition up to round four and were determined to 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36765-477899-21830069
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36827-477899-26141836


show a better account than the previous week. The 

Rovers were one of two teams relegated from Premier 

C in 2018, (following relegation from Premier B in 

2017) and have regrouped in this grade. 

 

The first term was fast and furious but the Rovers were 

clearly a class above the Magpies. Their runners were 

faster, and their players were ‘bigger bodied’ than the 

Magpies. There was a slight breeze favoring the railway 

side of the ground but it was not significant in terms of 

the football. The pressure applied by the Rovers created 

many opportunities and they simply had too much run 

for the home team. The score line at half time showed 

the Rovers were not only dominating the forward half 

but their defence was too tight for the Magpies to break 

through. 

 

Angus Hamilton told the players at half time to ‘forget 

about the scoreboard’ and play football as best we can 

at every stoppage, every encounter. This strategy didn’t 

work in every situation, and with the quarter running for 

39 minutes, is it any wonder the Rovers managed 

thirteen goals to two for the quarter. In the final term it 

was a case of attrition and again a long 38 minute 

quarter, with the Magpies down a couple of players but 

they continued to run out a game that seemed to go on 

forever. 

West Brunswick  0.5-5 1.7-13 3.8-26 4.11-35 

Hampton Rovers  5.5-35 10.11-71 23.16-154 28.16-184 

Goal Kickers: S. Devlin, W. Dillon, C. Mitchell, E. 

Lloyd 

Better Players: E. Lloyd, J. Simpson, T. Stokes, C. 

Mitchell, J. Beer, P. Colman 

 

Round 6 
Following three losses in a row, the team was down on 

confidence and finding it difficult to get the flow on 

football that was their hallmark over the past few 

seasons. Up against the two blues, last year’s premiers 

should have been sufficient motivation to dig in and get 

something extra out on the ground, but the 2018 team is 

quite different from the previous years. 

 

The conditions were very blustery, favouring the 

northern end of the ground, but both teams were playing 

a man behind the ball, making it a battle of the defences. 

The score line at half time had the Magpies with only 

two goals on the board. 

 

In the third quarter the Magpies had the scoring end and 

needed to make a statement. They got their act together 

and kicked three goals to nil, to take the lead of ten 

points into the final term. The last quarter performance 

was outstanding, kicking three goals into the wind and 

keeping the pressure on the two blues every inch of the 

way. 

 

Prahran Assumption AFC  1.4-10 3.4-22 3.5-23 6.10-46 

West Brunswick AFC  1.0-6 2.0-12 5.3-33 8.4-52 

Goal Kickers: B. Irving 2, S. Butler 2, J. Beer 2, M. 

Holmes, P. Carroll 

Better Players: B. Simpson, C. Cashin, M. Howie, C. 

Mitchell, T. Stokes, J. Simpson 

 

Reserves 
The Reserves dominated the game against Oakleigh, 

almost beyond ridiculous. With a strong running and a 

systematic game plan (it seemed) they ran out winners 

by 170 points. The amazing thing is the Krushers senior 

team were dominant at the senior level but sadly lacking 

at the reserves level. This lack of depth may be the 

difference later in the season when heavy grounds and 

injuries deplete the playing list  

 

The round five clash against the Rovers was a very 

different encounter. The magpies got on top in the first 

term and showed plenty of class and poise in their 

forward half, kicking three goals to two to take a handy 

lead. After that however, the Rovers were able to get the 

ball and release extra runners into the forward line and 

gain the ascendency. As the game wore on the Magpies 

just couldn’t breach the margin but were very 

competitive against the Rovers who remain undefeated 

to date. 

 

Round six against last years premiers was very even in 

the first half with the Magpies allowing the two blues to 

score rather easily and not keeping the ball carrier under 

pressure. Following a ‘spray’ from coach Craig 

Mitchell, the boys responded with a solid second half to 

run out winners by sixty points. 

 

Thirds – Section 4 
The VAFA have a ‘Thirds -Section 4’ competition 

which includes some of the clubs in our seniors draw 

and a few others. Over the first three rounds it’s been a 

bit of a mixed bag, as our first match was the only time 

the team had been put together, having no chance to play 

together in the pre-season.  In round four the team lost 

to Therry Penola by seven points in a very even match. 

Round five was against the MHSOB Unicorns who 

were far too fit and full of running. The Magpies were 

no match losing by 78 points. 

 

As mentioned in the opening statement, the round six 

game against Old Xaverians was not an even contest 

with the Magpies going down by 99 points. 

 

Thirds – Section 5 
There has been no silver lining for the boys playing in 

this team, as they remain winless after six rounds. Their 

round four clash was against Kew, who had far too 

many good players on the field. The Magpies tried 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36765-477899-21830069
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36832-477899-26141848
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36870-477899-21830053
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36765-477899-21830069


gallantly but could only manage three goals to fifteen, 

losing in the end by 82 points. 

 

In round 5 against the Monash Gryphons there was a 

great game with even talent on display. The magpies 

sensed they were a chance from the outset, and played 

some passages of great football. At the end of the match 

they fell short by a solitary point, losing to the Gryphons 

46 to 45 in the end. 

 

Round 6 was against Hampton Rovers, and the Magpies 

had no chance against this opponent, losing by 108 

points down at the Hampton ground. 

 

Womens  
Senior Womens 

Results: Round 4 
The last time West Brunswick women played Old 

Geelong at their home ground in June 2017 (same day 

as WB Ball), they were left scoreless, deflated and 

confused.  

 

Fast forward 1 year, and after a narrow loss in the 

reserves that morning in 2018, the senior women were 

fired up, ready to go and eager to hit OG where it hurt.  

A pre-game talk up from Annie Mack, who detailed her 

recently passed great grandmothers involvement in 

women’s football during WWII and the girls knew they 

were going to make history.  

 

And that they did.  They came out firing from all 

cylinders with a quick three goals in the first term, 

ensuring an early lead and setting the precedent for what 

was to come.  A valiant display by Mel Lindsey in the 

backline and  astonishing forward line marking from 

Helen Lawrence and at times a one-armed “6-goal 

Yago” the game was well and truly signed, sealed and 

delivered.  

 

Sadly OG were not kept scoreless and they came back 

to nick one in through the sticks in the third term, before 

a stronger West Brunswick pipped them with a further 

3 goals in the 4th to win convincingly and erase past 

memories of Como from 2017.   

 
West Brunswick 3.3.21 10.4.64 11.5.71 14.9.93 

Old Geelong 0.0 0.0 1.0.6 1.0.6 

Goal Kickers: L Jago 6, H.Lawrence 3, T.Boadle 2, 

B.Walsh, J.Malouf, S.Stewart  

Better Players: H.Lawrence, L.Jago, A.McKenna, 

N.Wolfe, B.Walsh, T.Boadle.  

 

Round 5 

 

In a much anticipated, grand final re-match, West 

Brunswick women played against St Mary’s Salesians.  

The morning sun seemed to promise blue skies, but as 

the afternoon wore on, moments of rain and chill crept 

through the cold and personality-less Glen Iris ground.   

 

On the field, the magpie girls showed the class and 

brilliance against a physically tough team.  The St 

Mary’s style is best described as like that of a terrier 

dog.  Relentless, hard-hitting and unsympathetic. In 

general, this has led to low-scoring games.  Here, each 

point had to be earned and every tackle or break through 

tackle well deserved.   

 

With a brilliant display of athleticism from Annie Mack 

up the front, who slotted several through the big sticks 

and played an integral role running through the mid, as 

well as newly promoted Emma Lipman, with strong 

marks and big kicks, they knew as the siren sounded, 

that they had well and truly earned this game.  The score 

didn’t reflect the work that was done to put the ball in 

the 50, but there will be time for that.  

 

As the siren rang, excitement didn’t seem to be the word 

to describe the game, but instead relief. As was their 

plan, the women did in fact #avengetheonepoint 

 
West Brunswick 0.1.1 2.2.14 3.2.20 3.8.26 

St Mary’s Salesions 0.0 2.2.14 2.3.15 3.3.21 

Goal Kickers: L.Jago, A.Mack, T.Boadle  

Better Players: A.Mack, B.King, S.Kenny, M.Lindsey, 

E.Lipman, J.Malouf 

 

Reserve Womens 
 

This team met their match in Round 4 against Old 

Geelong where they were defeated for the first time by 

31 points. With a number of injuries during the game, 

the bench was quickly depleted and the continuous 

efforts weren't enough to push back against the OGS in 

a relentless fourth quarter. 

 

Following this, the Reserves got back on the winners 

table defeating St Mary’s by 12 points, the depth of team 

was on show against the rival club.  

 

With valiant marks and hard hitting forward plays, the 

magpies were back in previous form.  Grace Mac’s 

return to the ground was a much anticipated affair and 

she celebrated the occasion with aplomb, scoring 2 

goals and keeping Mary’s at bay. It was indeed, the 

return of the Mac.  

 

Thirds Women 
For the first time in history round 5 2018 saw the 

emergence of three west Brunswick women’s teams.  

 

Threats of rain held off for the curtain raiser game.  

 

A pre-game pump up on the history and legacy of the 

2017 "Warriors" sent the girls onto the field with a 

tradition to uphold and be proud of. 

 

A number of women made their football career debut, 

and well and truly showed they were here to stay. The 

girls fought a hard, physical match  and in the end were 



victorious against the St Mary’s thirds who finished the 

game scoreless.  

 

Forthcoming Social Functions; 

 

Legends Dinner & 60th Year 

Saturday 19 May 2018 

San Remo Ballroom, 365 Nicholson St, Carlton 

Formal Attire 

Commencing at 7:00pm 
 

This is an event held every five years where we induct 

new life members, celebrate the history and future 

direction of the club and induct meritorious people to 

the status of a ‘Legend of the West’. 

 

Noticed That… 

• Thanks to Mal Cother, club member since 1966 

(assistant chef West 2000 over last few years), 

for his work in repainting the numbers of/for 

our scoreboard. 

• Lachie Sherry took us down memory lane with 

a few stories about the ‘elephant run’. 

• Does anyone remember the Chookie and the 

fabled ‘penny dropping’??.  

• There were nine different clubs playing at Park 

Street last round with four women’s matches 

(Not West Brunswick) and different thirds. 

• Old Geelong women’s reserves team had a 

3,650% before they played West Brunswick, 

and although we lost, OG % is now only 977%  

• The VAFA matches for the weekend had the 

mens senior and reserve teams playing last 

years premiers, and likewise the womens teams 

played the premiers. 

• We have two coaches surnamed Mitchell with 

Nick currently managing the senior players and 

Craig coaching the reserves. And in 2014/5 we 

had two coaches in similar roles called Angus. 

• Mustang Mel is taking her Hyandai Trajet to 

Bali and will be away the weekend of the Big V 

clash in Adelaide for which she has been 

recently selected.  

Golden Magpies 
Thanks to the following who have become golden 

magpies for season 2018. 

Rick Brockwell 

Phil Leatham 

Peter Guatta 

Heather Guatta 

Chris Konstantinidis 

Chris  Hatzistavrou 

This year the membership fee is still only$50. Last 

season we had over 50 golden magpies, the contribution 

goes a long way in helping the football club provide first 

class services to our players and take some of the 

pressure off fees. 

 

Club Bank Account 

Bendigo Bank 

Account Name: 

West Brunswick Amateur Football Club 

BSB: 633-000 

Acc No: 136422383 

 

We now have many, many payments being made to the 

club bank account via direct transfer, so it is vital that a 

description is put on the deposit slip to identify the 

payment purpose and the payee. Payments by the 

players for fees, jumpers, merchandise, legends dinner; 

often in installments makes reconciliation difficult. 

So when you make your GM donation, please make it 

‘traceable’.!! 

 

The 2018 fixture:  
The full season’s fixture is available on the club website 

and can be accessed any time. 

 

Quiddy notches up 150 

Congratulations to Chris ‘Quiddy” Germon on playing 

his 150th game on the weekend. Quiddy is a quiet 

unassuming player who has a raking left foot kick that 

generally travels in excess of fifty metres most time he 

uses it. Quiddy is from West Australia and during his 

time at the club has rarely missed a game through injury. 

Quiddy played in the 2014 and 2015 premiership teams 

and was Vice Captain in those two seasons. 

Quiddy is also a dedicated committee man, having done 

a mountain of work on the club’s website and in the 

difficult world of raising money through sponsorship. 

He has been a great achiever over the past six years and 

he and Julia are expecting their second child in the very 

near future. 

Quiddy has claimed there will not be too many games 

left in his tank after the 2018 season, but let’s hope 

that’s not the case and we can delight in his great play 

for a few more years to come.  

May 19 v Kew Away 

May 26 v Brunswick Home 

June 2 v Therry 

Penola 

Away 

June 10 Queens B’Day NIL 

June 16 v Preston 

Bullants 

Home 

June 23 v Oakleigh Away 

June  30 v Ormond Home 


