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WESTIVAL 
Our first home game of 2018 at West Brunswick was 

branded as Westival: as we had our family and friends’ 

day and five games of football being played on the 

Ransford and McAllister Ovals.  

 

The weather gods thought they would play a prank on 

us, and as our endless summer of 2018 continues into 

Autumn, they dished up the worst conditions we have 

had in six months. It was very windy in the morning, 

followed by a thunderstorm, drenching rain around 

lunchtime, more ‘less frantic’ wind and finally a little 

bit of blue sky late in the afternoon. 

 

Needless to say our gala Westival was not what we had 

hoped for and the conditions were clearly to blame. 

There were quite a few mums and dads who had come 

to the games to see their off spring in action, but they 

needed to be well covered thanks to those weather 

gods. 

 

A lot of preparation work done by the committee 

didn’t quite achieve it’s planned objectives, but in 

many respects, it was a learning curve for many of our 

volunteers. The women’s football appeared to have 

double the spectators of the men’s games such is our 

current teams popularity. As to the results, we had the 

seniors win by 16 points, the reserves win by 39 points 

our women’s ‘A’ team win by39 points and our ‘B’ 

team by 72 points. 
 

Clubs and their mascots. 
This season we are up against eight new clubs and 

its worthwhile knowing their mascots so as to 

understand to whom I refer in the football game 

reports. 
Club 

Brunswick NOBSPC   NOBs 

Ivanhoe     Magpies 

Hampton Rovers   Rovers 

Kew     Bears 

Oakleigh   Crushers 

Ormond   Monders 

Preston   Bullants 

Prahran Assumption  Two Blues 

Therry Penola   Lions 

West Brunswick  Magpies 

 

Results: 

Seniors: 
Round 1 
Up in the higher grade and playing the Preston 

Bullants at their ground in round 1 was a challenge: 

but not too daunting as the Magpies have played at this 

ground over the past few seasons, with victories from 

those encounters. The weather was perfect and 

conditions ideal for football. 

 
The Bullants got out of the blocks with gusto and had 

ten scoring shots to three for the first term. Whilst their 

score line appeared wasteful, they were always under 

pressure as the approached goal and were blazing at 

goal from a long way out. By half time the Bullants 

had twenty-two shots to the Magpies eleven yet held 

only the slimest lead of one point. 

 

The Magpies dominated the third term and were 

kicking into the slight breeze that had sprung up. They 

had managed to reduce the Bullants run with good 

pressure around the ball and were kicking well in front 

of goal. The Bullants threw everything at the Magpies 

in the final term but were unable to reclaim the lead. 

Preston Bullants 3.7-25 6.16-52 9.18-72 14.20-104 

West Brunswick AFC 3.0-18 8.3-51 13.6-84 16.9-105 

Goal Kickers:B. Irving 5, S. Devlin 2, W. Dillon 2, K. 

Robinson 2, D. Ferrier, S. Butler, C. Germon, N. 

Kerber, J. Simpson 

Better Players: C. Cashin, C. Mitchell, B. Simpson, J. 

Simpson, S. Borovac, A. Jones 
 

Round 2 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-83124-477899-26141844
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36765-477899-21830069


West Brunswick was at home for their gala day, and as 

covered in the introduction, the weather gods decided 

to make it a day that was not good for football. Strong 

winds made it difficult for either team to get any 

momentum, and the score line at half time was three 

goals to two goals. 

 

The Home team, since both clubs are ‘Magpies’, got a 

spray at half time due to their lack of effort in the 

second term, where they only managed two points for 

the quarter. The third term saw a lift in tempo where 

the home team were able to take the lead and were able 

to maintain the rage in the final quarter.  

 

West Brunswick AFC 2.2-14 2.4-16 5.8-38 6.15-51 

Ivanhoe AFC 0.7-7 3.9-27 4.11-35 4.11-35 

Goal Kickers:B. Irving 2, S. Devlin, T. Stokes, P. 

Colman, J. Iacono 

Better Players:C. Cashin, M. Howie, J. Simpson, E. 

Lloyd, C. Mitchell, B. Simpson 

 

Round 3 
This match at Ormond was seen as the first of our 

‘season defining moments’ given that the Magpies had 

never played the Monders in sixty years of existence in 

the VAFA. The Monders have historically been in the 

higher grades than the Magpies, and had managed two 

wins from two games in season 2018. 

 

A few injuries and unavailability’s meant a few 

changes to the team over the past few weeks. The 

conditions were perfect for football and it was difficult 

to determine if there was any scoring end advantage to 

speak of. The first term was a very highly skilled 

affair, with the momentum initially with the Monders 

and swinging to the Magpies about mid-way through 

the quarter. The second term saw the Monders increase 

the pressure around the ball and this pressure caused a 

few turnovers by the Magpies. For the term the 

Monders were able to gain a fourteen-point lead giving 

the boys plenty to think about at half time. 

 

In the third term the Magpies continued to apply 

pressure around the ball but it was a game of 

opportunity where players from both sides were made 

to pay for skill errors. The Monders extended the lead 

to twenty two points at three quarter time and whilst 

the Magpies fought the game out they could not make 

any leeway on what became the final margin 

Ormond 2.3-15 5.9-39 8.17-65 11.20-86 

West Brunswick AFC 2.4-16 3.7-25 6.7-43 9.10-64 

Goal Kickers: B. Irving 3, S. Butler 2, S. Devlin, W. 

Dillon, M. Pritchard, M. Adams 

Better Players: S. Borovac, J. Simpson, B. Simpson, 

P. Colman, M. Howie, C. Cashin 

 

Reserves 
The Reserves commenced the season with a victory 

over the Bullants by 39 points. They made hard work of 

it with a lack lustre third term but came home strongly 

against reasonably good opposition. Their second-

round game against the Ivanhoe Magpies was in the 

shocking wintery conditions, but their first half of 

football was well below their usual standards, requiring 

coach Craig Mitchell to give them a ‘harsh bake’ at the 

long break. It did the job and the players lifted their 

efforts to run out victors by 39 points. 

 

The Round three clash against the Monders was over at 

quarter time where they trailed by 44 poionts, having 

only managed two points for the quarter. The Magpies 

managed to fight back in the second term but against 

this quality opponent were under pressure for the whole 

game. The final result was a loss by 52 points which 

gives the team plenty to work on if they want to be a 

force in 2018. 

 

Thirds  
The VAFA have a ‘Thirds -Section 4’ competition 

which includes some of the clubs in our seniors draw 

and a few others. Over the first three rounds it’s been a 

bit of a mixed bag, as our first match was the only time 

the team had been put together, having no chance to 

play together in the pre-season. Up against the Two 

Blues the Magpies were beaten by 38 points. 

 

The round two game was against Chadstone Demons 

at home, and the Magpies managed to get a victory by 

17 points. Our Round three game was a triple header 

against Ormond, and whilst they worked hard to the 

game, the Magpies were no match for the more highly 

skilled Monders who went on to win by 37 points. 
 

Womens  
Senior Womens 
West Brunswick have two women’s teams competing 

in Premier B Grade Blue with a similar structure as the 

men’s Seniors and Reserves competition. The senior 

team has started off nicely by defeating Mazenod in 

round one by 35 points. The hard work put in over pre 

season has paid off with the club having quite a 

number of quality players in our group. 

 

Round two was against Collegians and the Magpies 

recorded a 39 point victory, again in the harsh 

conditions mentioned earlier. The round three match 

had another victory over Monash, by the more slender 

margin of 10 points. 

 

Reserve Womens 
This team is being coached by Josh Melican and has 

been very dominant in its first three matches. In a 

somewhat similar manner to the mens reserve teams of 

2015 & 2016, this team has been dominating their 

opponents by big margins. 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36765-477899-21830069
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36777-477899-26141862
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36796-477899-26141839
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?client=0-3232-36765-477899-21830069


The Round one match saw a victory of 132 points over 

Mazenod, followed by their round 2 domination of 

Collegians where they won by 72 points. The round 

three win over Monash by 106 points is a score level 

quite unusual for the women’s competition thus far. 

 

A quick check of the ladder however shows the 

Magpies are in second place with a percentage of 

1760%. The top side is Old Geelong who have a ladder 

percentage of 3600+% 

 

Club XVIII – Thirds Section 5 
We do have a fourth men’s team playing in the 

competition but the VAFA have rebranded the grade as 

Thirds -Section 5. So far we have had a sluggish start, 

and are yet to win a game. We are hoping things will 

settle down soon and we will be able to get our team a 

little bit more stable, and onto the winners list. 

 

Forthcoming Social Functions; 

 

Legends Dinner & 60th Year 
Saturday 19 May 2018 

San Remo Ballroom, 365 Nicholson St, Carlton  
Formal Attire 

Commencing at 7:00pm 
 

This is an event held every five years where we 
induct new life members, celebrate the history 
and future direction of the club and induct 
meritorious people to the status of a ‘Legend of 

the West’. 
Ticket info follows later in the ‘Nest 

 

Noticed That… 

• The club has increased its 
merchandising range, now including 
scarves, beanies, & hoodies. 

• It took a while to get the ‘all clear’ for 
beers to flow at the Westival luncheon. 

• Legends Dinner /60th Birthday tickets 
must be confirmed by Friday 4 May. 
See details later in this ‘Nest.  

• With five games going on between 
Ransford Oval and McAllister Oval it 
was officially ‘car park full’ at 12:00pm 

• We now have a ‘medical room’ for the 
players at training, staffed by physios 
and a massage therapist. 

• Where has the squeak gone from our 
doors. 

• The womens draw will feature more in 
the next edition. 
 
 

Golden Magpies 

Thanks to the following who have become 
golden magpies for season 2018. 

Peter Lawrence 
Joe Raiti 
Grant Buckler 
Fiona Buckler 
Fred Tointon 
Roger Roger 
Bruce Ivey 
Cliff Bastow 
Ian Bastow 
Bryan Roberts 
Pat Walpole 
Anthony Gibson 
Frank Gertdz 
Steve Lampard 
Ocker Fyffe 

 
This year the membership fee is still only$50. Last 
season we had over 50 golden magpies, the 
contribution goes a long way in helping the 
football club provide first class services to our 
players and take some of the pressure off fees. 

 
Club Bank Account 

Bendigo Bank 
Account Name: 

West Brunswick Amateur Football Club 
BSB: 633-000 

Acc No: 136422383 
 

We now have many, many payments being made 
to the club bank account via direct transfer, so it 
is vital that a description is put on the deposit slip 
to identify the payment purpose and the payee. 
Payments by the players for fees, jumpers, 
merchandise, legends dinner; often in 
installments makes reconciliation difficult. 
So when you make your GM donation, please 
make it ‘traceable’.!! 
 

Current Sponsors   

 
 
  
 
We are pleased to continue with our major 
sponsor of the mens and womens teams. 
EFEX Group. EFEX is a young and keenly 
progressive managed services company that 
devises and deploys print, IT, network, cloud 
and voice and data solutions that are flexible, 
scalable, elegantly simple yet extremely 
robust, and surprisingly cost effective. We 



right-fit a mix of award winning hardware and 
services to deliver faster workflows. You will 
easily recognise the difference that reduced 
downtime and a single point of contact to 
support, maintenance and helpdesk issues 
can make to office productivity. 
 

Builders Academy 

Cl ub  Pa r t ne r s  

The Castle Hotel 
Insurance House 

Bendigo Bank 

 
The club is looking for sponsors in any form. 
If you would like to promote your business in 
the Birdsnest, website or around the club get 
in contact with Chris Germon 
(cgermon@gmail.com) .We can get you 
promoted in many wonderful ways…posters, 
tickets, t-shirts, special dedications, small ads 
on banners of milestone games, inside the 
inner sanctum etc. 

 
The 2018 fixture:  
The full season’s fixture is available on the 
club website and can be accessed any time. 

 

Looking for Volunteers 
We are looking for volunteers to help out around 
the club – in any capacity. Casual once off basis 
or a few Saturdays during the year. Jobs include 
time keeping, goal umpire, running the boundary, 
match day manager, scorer, helping in the 
canteen on a Saturday or perhaps cooking up a 
pot of bolognaise for the boys for Thursday night 
selection.  Contac tHenry Paez if you can assist in 
any way.  

 

Keeping in Contact 
The club’s has a linkedin Group – West 
Brunswick Amateur Football Club  
If you’ve changed your email address send 
an email to the club 
westbrunswick@gmail.com to update your 
details 

Our Website: 

With more people around the club is it any 
wonder our website is being updated more 
often. Some photos from Saturday’s game 
are on there as well as lots of other stuff. We 
have a selection of videos and other footage 
that is good fun. 

Go to www.wbafc.com.au. Should you have 
something to say or whatever, you can also 
contact the club on 
westbrunswick@gmail.com .   

 

Getting tickets to the 60th Birthday 
/Legends Dinner: 
As we prepare to celebrate the club turning 
60 years and coupling it with the 
announcement of Legends and life members, 
its sometimes the little things that become 
difficult; like making the commitment to attend 
and buying a ticket. 
 
The old days involved having a table captain 
to ‘herd the cats’ and assemble their table of 
10 people. The modern method involves 
going to www.wbafc.com.au and clicking onto 
the ‘buy tickets to Legends Dinner’ icon which 
pops up when you visit the site. One process 
involves making a commitment to your 
‘Captain’ the second involves four clicks and 
have your credit card handy. Simples. 
 
The function commences at 7:00pm, costs 
$110.00 and includes food, and beverages. 
Exceptionally well-priced in a central location. 
And the theme is ‘Formal’. 
 
Now the most important item…final numbers 

must be confirmed by Friday 4 May 2018. 

That’s only one week away. So if you are 
gunna, wanna, shoulda or somehow 
uncertain there is no time to delay your 
decision. This function is always a ripper and 
a rare opportunity to catch up with West 
Brunswick and its place in your heart. 
 
If you are one of the few people suffering 
‘internet issues’ and want to come,. please 
contact sheena@psgstore.com.au or txt her 
on 0408 754 442 

April  28 v Oakleigh Home 

May 5 v Hampton 
Rovers  

Home 

May 12 v Prahan Away 

May 19 v Kew Away 

May 26 v Brunswick Home 

mailto:cgermon@gmail.com
mailto:westbrunswick@gmail.com
http://www.wbafc.com.au/
mailto:westbrunswick@gmail.com
mailto:sheena@psgstore.com.au

